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‘WE’VE DONE IT! 


...Villagers step out all the way 
from the Vale to Afghanistan 
to help heroes on the frontline!’ 



ABOVE: St Mary Church children hold the Welsh and Afghanistan flags to celebrate reaching their target. 
Photograph by Mandy Thomas at www.mandythomasphotography.co.uk (See more photographs on page 3). 


THERE were 
cheers and celebra¬ 
tions - and glasses 
raised high - when 
for the residents of 
St Mary Church, it 
was mission 
accomplished last 
Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

The community 
had, perhaps a little 
rashly, set itself the 
challenge of walking 
the equivalent dis¬ 
tance from the Vale 
village to Helmand 
Province in 
Afghanistan, to raise 
cash for Help for 
Heroes - a total of 
3,882 miles. 

A calculation based 
on the residents aver¬ 
aging four miles per 
hour on the treadmill 
gave a finishing date 
of Wednesday, 
December 15, but last 



week it became 
apparent that they 
had been quicker (4.8 
mph average) and it 
dawned on them that 
they would finish on 
Friday evening - dur¬ 
ing the village carol 
concert! 

Tim Mcllveen, who 
thought of the idea in 
the first place, told 
The GEM: “We 
decided to aim for 
Kandahar instead, 
which meant walking 
an extra 76 miles. 

“However, it meant 
that we finished at 
2pm on Saturday!” 

So it was that 

Torchlit 
procession 
to castle 

THERE will be a torch¬ 
light procession (with a 
donkey) for the whole 
family, leaving the cat¬ 
tle market in 
Cowbridge, at 6.30pm 
on Wednesday, 

December 22. 

Organised by 

Churches Together in 
Cowbridge and 

District, the procession 
will make its way to St 
Quentin’s Castle, 
where there will be car¬ 
ols and readings. 



Melanie O’Neill, 
dressed as the Good 
Fairy, stepped on to 
the treadmill and ran 
the last stretch, finish¬ 
ing as the church bells 
tolled 2pm. 

That was the trig¬ 
ger for a party atmos¬ 
phere - despite the 
cold weather, and the 
villagers were joined 
by Vale MP Alun 
Cairns. 

As they raised their 
glasses, the villagers 
were unanimous that 
the challenge had 
been a huge boost for 
community spirit in 
St Mary Church, giv¬ 
ing residents who 
rarely met, a chance 
to get together and 
make friends. 

It was also a tribute 
to the spirit of chari¬ 
table giving in the 
Vale. 

Local resident 
Caroline McKenzie 
said: coverage in 

The GEM has brought 
people out to support 
us. 

“/ was here one 
afternoon when a 
woman arrived, saying 
that she had read 
about it in The GEM, 
and handed over £20T 

In the village, Geoff 
Simpson stepped for¬ 
ward to organise the 
rota, and he soon 


found that groups 
from outside the vil¬ 
lage were offering to 
help. Some of the dif¬ 
ficult through-the- 
night shifts were filled 
by personnel from 
MoD St Athan, while 
various local groups 
also came forward. 

The fundraising is 
to continue, and the 
villagers are planning 
a celebratory black tie 
dinner and dance at 
The Bear in 
Cowbridge, on 
December 21, thanks 
to support from 
Julian Hitchcock. 

Tim Mcllveen’s 
wife, Jane, said: 


“There will be a raffle 
and auction on that 
evening, and we have 
had some incredibly 
generous donations 
for the auction. 

“British Airways 
has donated a pair of 
tickets for a flight to 
Vienna; we have a 
donation of Take That 
concert tickets, and 
also a week in a villa 
in the Greek Islands - 
among many others!” 

Amid the celebra¬ 
tion, it doesn’t do to 
lose sight of the rea¬ 
son for this fundrais¬ 
ing effort. Tim, who 
runs Fontygary 
Leisure Centre, 
explained: “There are 
a number of injured 


soldiers in St Athan 
being given physio 
and rehab teatment. 

“The pool at St 
Athan was out of 
commission, so the 
soldiers came to 
Fontygary to use our 
pool. 

“To see them cop¬ 
ing with terrible 
injuries and rebuild¬ 
ing their lives was all 
the motivation anyone 
in St Mary Church 
needed!” 

Anyone interested in 
supporting the appeal, 
or who would like tick¬ 
ets for the black tie 
dinner, dance and auc¬ 
tion, should contact 
Tim or Jane on 01446 
775095. 
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WHY NOT BOOK YOUR PRIDE & JOY 
IN AND HAVE A WANDER AROUND 
COWBRIDGE WHILE THE WORK IS 
BEING CARRIED OUT. 


20 Point 
Winter Check 
only 

£19.99+VAT 

01446 773768 

email: vale4x4@ btconnect.com 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Battle for the 
magistrates 
court in Vale 
appears lost 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Magistrates 
Court is to be closed, the Ministry of 
Justice has decided. 

The court which is in Thompson Street, Barry, 
was first under threat four years ago when an 
estate review was carried out. 

At that time it escaped closure, but this week 
the axe fell. 

It means that people in the Vale will have to 
travel to Cardiff or Bridgend to attend hearings. 

Politicians, who have fought a campaign to 
keep the court open since closure was proposed 
in a June consultation paper, expressed not only 
anger that local justice was being taken out of the 
Vale, but dismay that another facility was being 
lost to the area. 

Local Conservative MP Alun Cairns pledged 
to meet the relevant Minister Jonathan Djanogly 
to make a final plea for its future. 

The Vale’s Labour AM Jane Hutt labelled the 
news “a devastating blow”. 

Dr Ian Johnson, Plaid’s Assembly candidate, 
pointed out: “We used to have a court in 
Cowbridge, and now we are left without a single 
court in the whole Vale.” 

Mr Djanogly claims that court closures in 
Wales and England, along with a £22million 
investment, will produce a more efficient system. 
Eor the full story, please turn to page 5. 

SLOANgCe 

GIFT IDEAS! 

For Mum, there's sassy 

ParlyTops 

from £10 and 

Fabulous 

Bogs from £10 

For Non, there's 

Classic Knitwear 

startinq from £5 and 

Cosy Nightwear 

from £10 

Younger Ladies, will love 
our stunning Bracelets and 
Necklaces and gorgeous 
Scarves from £6! 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Open this Sunday 10am - 4pm 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, December 16th, 2010 


Questions to council 

W HEN will the Vale Council act 
in Cowbridge and confirm that 
the British Legion Club site in 
the main car park will be removed? 

When will the cattle market be cleared up and 
resurfaced? 

When will the vacated lower school site be 
cleared? 

When will the litter in Aberthin Road and new 
school area be cleared? 

When will the grounds of Old Hall be cleared of 
rubbish from trees? 

Brian Swain, Cowbridge 

Our thanks to the 
volunteers at 
‘Meals on Wheels’ 

I AM writing to express my thanks to 
all the volunteers who give up their 
free time to deliver meals to the elder¬ 
ly in and around the Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major district. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish 
them all a very happy Christmas and prosperous 
New Year. 

Again, many thanks for your dedication - you 
are all very much appreciated by me, local commu¬ 
nity services and our clients. 

Jan Williams 

(Meals on Wheels co-ordinator, Cowbridge) 

‘No budget, no plan 
for the sports field’ 


I FEEL honoured 
that councillors 
Jeff James and 
Gordon Kemp 
could spare a few 
brief moments from 
their relentless 
quest to provide a 
sports field for 
Rhoose Point to 
reply to my ques¬ 
tions. 

Perhaps they could 
elaborate on their letter 
further: ''The sports field 
was due to be provided 
by Cofton ...”. 

Would this be the 
2008 deal whereby 
Cofton got to build 
houses on the employ¬ 
ment land? 

If it is, then a mere 
seven years elapsed 
between building stop¬ 
ping on Rhoose Point in 
2001 and the council 
clinching the deal. Rome 
was not built in a day! 

Our relentless, if not 
dynamic duo, have also 
missed the point about 
the changing room 
money. It is money 
towards a changing 


Plea for lost 
hearing aid 

MY friend lost her hearing aid in Llantwit 
Major, at the switching on of the Christmas 
lights. 

If, by some miracle, anyone has found it, 
please would they ring me on 01446 796849, or 
07804 624795? 

Annie Paine, Llantwit Major 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


‘Laws that apply 
only to Wales should 
be made in Wales’ 


O N March 3 next 
year, there’ll be a 
referendum to 
decide if Wales deserves a 
stronger voice. 

Over the last decade, the 
Assembly has gradually grown 
in stature and confidence. But 
the system for making laws that 
affect Wales is slow and compli¬ 
cated. 

A Yes vote will help take 
Wales forward by speeding up 
the system of decision-making to 
allow Assembly Members to get 
on with the job. 


years to get permission from 
London to ensure that all new 
homes are equipped with fire 
sprinklers to stop needless deaths 
in house fires. 

Even though our democrati¬ 
cally-elected Assembly had sup¬ 
ported the proposal, it first had 
to be approved by civil servants, 
members of the House of Lords 
and MPs before it could become 
law. 

Time and money is being 
wasted jumping through needless 
hoops. 

Even though we are from dif- 


room, not to be spent on 
fixing other things. 

Once that money is 
gone on a CCTV survey 
of the drains or consult¬ 
ant fees or lawyers, it 
shows that: 

1. The council has no 
budget or timescale to 
deliver a sports field. 
That means there is no 
credible plan. The priori¬ 
ty goes from ‘Must Be 
Done’ to ‘Would Be 
Nice’, which in this 
world means never. 

2. The protection 
given by the legally- 
binding si06 agreement 
to the undeveloped fields 
around the Western 
Quarry, between Rhoose 
Point and Fontygary 
Caravan Park is lost. 

Cofton-By-Another- 
Name want this for 
another housing estate, 
and on past form, they 
will get what they want. 

Finally, making devel¬ 
opers pay towards public 
art is council policy. 
Spending that money is 
very much ‘Jeff and 
Gordon’s plan’. 

Andrew Bailey, Rhoose 


together to stand united behind a 
simple principle - laws that only 
apply in Wales should be made 
in Wales. 

That’s what the referendum on 
March 3 is about and we need 
your help to get a Yes vote. 
Please support the cross-party 
campaign by looking online at 
www.yesforwales.com and sign 
up to help 

Jane Hutt AM (Labour), 

Chris Franks AM (Plaid 
Cymru) 

Andrew R T Davies AM 
(Conservative) 

Eluned Parrot (Liberal 
Democrats) 


For example, it has taken three ferent parties, we have come 

Broadband and the rural debate 


I T is interesting 
to see that Plaid 
Cymru and 
Chris Franks AM 
have, albeit belated¬ 
ly, joined the rural 
Broadband debate. 

This has been perhaps 
the most discussed topic 
at Colwinston 
Community Council 
over the last four years, 
during which time our 
Vale representatives, 

Jane Hutt AM and Alun 
Cairns MP, have been 
instrumental in getting 
the problems of rural 
accessibility addressed 
throughout the area. 

As a result, 

Colwinston is, we under¬ 


stand, about to be con¬ 
nected to the fibre optic 
feed which runs adjacent 
to the village along the 
A48, and also to benefit 
from the upgrading of 
the BT exchange in 
Bridgend. 

Unfortunately, other 
rural areas are not quite 
so fortunate and in some 
cases a satellite connec¬ 
tion, for which grants of 
up to £1,000 are avail¬ 
able might be the only 
immediate solution. 

The problem remains 
that Cable operators and 
some other service 
providers such as British 
Gas are not interested in 
rural areas anywhere in 
the UK, simply because 
the cost/revenue equa¬ 


tion does not balance. 

This is why The 
Welsh Assembly 
Government and the 
Westminster Parliament 
need to provide support 
if business interests, as 
well as private individu¬ 
als who work from home 
and now rely on 
Broadband, are to com¬ 
pete successfully. 

For their part, BT are 
notoriously difficult to 
contact and when this is 
achieved conflicting 
answers, explanations 
and promises come from 
different people. 

This is incredibly 


frustrating and it is only 
through Alun Cairns’ 
most recent efforts that 
we have been able to get 
credible and consistent 
answers and a better idea 
as to what improvements 
we might expect and 
when. 

However, BT/Open- 
reach still need to make 
the final connections to 
Colwinston and I think it 
fair to say ‘that we shall 
believe it when we see 
it’. 

Coun P Graham- 
Woollard, 

(Chairman, Colwinston 
Community Council) 


‘THANKS TO GEM’ 

GRATEFUL thanks for the splendid 
GEM coverage of the St Cadoc’s paintings 
launch evening. 

It was invaluable to us, and much appreciated. 
Ian Fell. 

Director, Media for Heritage, Llancarfan 

(pp Sam Smith, chairman of the Conservation 

Committee). 

Dealing with the deficit 


St Athan forum 
‘right behind’ 
the MoD college 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


A S far as I 
understand 
it, Keynes 
said that money 
should be saved in 
good times so that 
it can be spent in 
bad; the suggestion 
is that this did not 
happen and that 
money was just 
spent until it had 
all gone. 

The longer any prob¬ 
lem is left unaddressed, 
the worse the cure is 
likely to be - but this 
does not mean that the 
cure can be avoided 
indefinitely. 

Whether it will result 
in social unrest remains 
to be seen; let us hope 
not. 


When we hear about 
‘paying off the deficit’, 
it is worth remembering 
that no-one is suggesting 
actually paying off any¬ 
thing at all. 

The best we can 
expect is that the gov¬ 
ernment overdraft will 
increase at a slightly 
slower rate. This over¬ 
draft is currently the 
equivalent of about 
£15,000 for every man 
woman and child in the 
country. 

In 2002 it was about 
£5,200 and it is increas¬ 
ing now at £50 a week 
each. Until the deficit 
becomes a surplus, the 
government will have to 
pay interest on the whole 
lot. 

R Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge 


1 FELT that I 
should write as 
there continues 
to be some confu¬ 
sion about the 
future of the 
Defence Technical 
College (DTC) at St 
Athan. 

The facts are clear; 
not only does the 
Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) still wish to see 
the centralisation of 
technical training for the 
Army, Navy and Air 
Force on a ‘Tri-Service’ 
basis, but St Athan also 
has a very good chance 
indeed of once again 
being selected to deliver 
this training. 

I attended an excellent 
meeting of the St Athan 
Forum led by our 
Assembly Member, Jane 
Hutt AM, which includ¬ 
ed MoD personnel, key 
Welsh Assembly 
Government civil ser¬ 
vants, officers and elect¬ 
ed members from the 
Vale Council and repre¬ 
sentatives from town and 


community councils. 
Those present from the 
MoD confirmed that a 
decision should be made 
by March 31 2011, and 
they were left in no 
doubt by everyone else 
represented at the Forum 
that we were all united 
in our determination to 
do everything possible to 
ensure that St Athan was 
selected as the preferred 
location for the new 
DTC. 

It was clear that not 
only would it be hugely 
costly and time-consum¬ 
ing to start again some¬ 
where else, but also that 
a great deal of public 
money had already been 
spent. 

St Athan remains 
exceedingly well placed 
to deliver this vital tech¬ 
nical training for our 
Armed Forces, and it is 
very good news indeed 
that we in Wales are 
united in our determina¬ 
tion ‘to make it happen’. 
Coun Rhodri Traherne, 
(Vale cabinet member 
for economic develop¬ 
ment and regeneration) 


Questions 
for the Barry 
Consortium 


T he 

Consortium 
in Barry is 
pressing for 
approval for ‘The 
Quays’ plan for the 
Western Dock. 

They state (The GEM, 
November 11) that pro¬ 
posals have been 
changed from the origi¬ 
nal outline, to include a 
“detailed application for 
a major road link” 
through the heart of the 
scheme, providing a new 
connection between the 
town and Barry Island. 

Quite. That means 
they have to supply traf¬ 
fic flows, a traffic 
impact assessment, and a 
description of how they 
will limit impacts of 
through-traffic in terms 
of speed and hazards, 
especially to children. 

How will the leisure 
uses of the Waterside 
strip and green areas be 
separated from the traf¬ 
fic? How will the prob¬ 
lems of peak holiday 
day-trippers to the Island 
be handled - both the 
traffic queues and the 
on-street parkers com¬ 
pleting their journey on 
foot? 

What of the round- 


Barry Island, and a seg¬ 
regated path suitable for 
youngsters and less con¬ 
fident cyclists is clearly 
desirable. 

So why no proposal 
from the Consortium? 

As the article states, 
they’ve worked (in 
secret) with the council’s 
planning team. But 
under environmental 
impact assessment legis¬ 
lation, such cosy rela¬ 
tions are out-of-date. 

They are required to 
provide full information 
for public consultation 
and put all documents in 
the public domain. 

Their closing of the 
Ash path, which has 
annoyed many of us, 
should have been includ¬ 
ed in those documents. 

People would then 
have told them it is a 
right-of-way because of 
regular unhindered use 
for more than 20 years. 

Many people who 
wanted to walk to the 
island for the fireworks 
display, on November 5, 
were annoyed and disap¬ 
pointed to find they had 
to walk all the way 
around, as the gates of 
the Ash Path had been 
welded shut by the 
Consortium. 

So let’s see a step 


Wales coastal path which back and their agreement 
also needs a link Why to be open and demo¬ 


no proposal from the 
Consortium? What about 
the Cycleway links to 
Barry Island and to the 
Knap? 

Welsh policy requires 
routes to cyclists for a 
key destination like 


cratic, following the 
impact assessment law, 
before the final decisions 
are taken 

Keith Stockdale, 

(Barry and Vale 
Friends of the Earth 
co-ordinator) 


CHRISTMAS 

THANK YOU 

I WOULD like to say a special thanks 
to all who helped at the ‘Friends and 
Neighbours’ Christmas party held at 
St Helen’s Hall. 

Despite the bad weather conditions, the party 
went with a bag. Thanks also go to our supporters, 
Barry Round Table, Barry Rotary and Western 
Power who sponsored the event and made this party 
possible. 

Maggie, the chef, cooked us a wonderful meal. 
We are also grateful to Barry ATC Squadron 
(372) who helped during the afternoon and to Santa 
for putting in a special appearance and giving out 
the ‘goodies’. 

Lastly, thank you to our special volunteers who 
made the afternoon possible by giving up their time 
to make such a wonderful day. 

Gay Fifield, Barry 

(Friends and Neighbours secretary) 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 23) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 
the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

16Thur 

01.42 

7.5 

14.19 

7.7 

17 Fri 

02.54 

7.8 

15.24 

7.9 

18 Sat 

03.49 

8.1 

16.13 

8.3 

19 Sun 

04.31 

8.5 

17.01 

8.7 

20 Mon 

05.15 

9.2 

17.44 

9.2 

21 Tues 

06.02 

9.4 

18.26 

9.5 

22 Wed 

06.47 

9.7 

19.11 

9.6 

23 Thur 

07.30 

10.0 

19.53 

9.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


c THE GEM - 3 


The St Mary Church 
villagers celebrate 
job very well done! 



SCOUT POST HAS 
DELIVERED OVER 
12,000 CARDS! 


S COUT 
Christmas 
Post has, once 
again, had a very 
busy time - in 
Cowbridge we have 
sold more than 
11,000 stamps and 
delivered more than 
12,000 cards. 

By Sunday, December 
19 all the cards should 
be delivered. 

First of all, I would 
like to thank our local 
sellers of stamps, with¬ 
out whom the whole 
operation would be 
impossible. 

The other thank you 
must go to the gang of 
sorters and deliverers 
who seem to enjoy, in a 
few cases, deciphering 
writing and wrong 
addresses, or even no 
addresses at all! 

This year, we have 
two cards for Emma and 
Simon, and Judy and 


Robert, with no surname 
and address. 

The other problem, 
and cost, is those cards 
addressed to areas to 
which we do not deliver, 
namely Bridgend, 
Pencoed, Pontyclun, 
Miskin, Ogmore and St 
Brides Major. Please 
remember for next year! 

The early posting cut¬ 
off date is necessary to 
allow our voluntary 
postmen two clear week¬ 
ends before Christmas 
Day. 

Using the Scout Post 
has contributed over 
£1,600 towards the cost 
of running the 
Cowbridge Scout Group, 
which currently has a 
membership of more 
than 80 boys and girls 
who meet regularly once 
a week in school term 
times. 

David Weber, 
Llanblethian 
(Unit assistant) 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 
ABOVE: 

A toast to the St Mary 
Church villagers’ 
success. 

LEFT: Tim Mcllveen 
and Geoff Simpson 
congratulate Melanie 
O’Neil who ran the 
final leg. 


COWBRIDGE 
BRIDGE 
CLUB NEWS 


VALE of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club 

(Monday, December 

6 ). 

First, Amy Owen and 
Graham Norris 

59.38 per cent; second, 
John Evans and Terry 
Reilly 58.75; third, 
Marjorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock 56.25; 
fourth, Anne Hughes and 
Sara Bartlett 

53.13; fifth, David 
Wright and John 
Raymond 51.88; 

fifth, Marion and David 
Stephenson 
51.88. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club 
(Tuesday, December 7). 

First, Margaret 
Bancroft and Brian 
Swain 61.98 

per cent; second, Anna 
Hughes and Sara 
Bartlett 60.19; Mearl 
Owen and Debbie 
Rosevear 58.33; 

fourth, Joan Bird and 
Luba Ashworth 

55.21; fifth, Anne Miller 
and Pauline Lane 
55.09; sixth, Teri Pollard 
and David Wright 
54.17. 

A very happy 
Christmas and New Year 
to all GEM stajf and also 
every bridge player in 
the Vale. BS 


PENLLYN 
WI NEWS 

Craft 
fayre 
goes 
down a 
storm! 

PENLLYN and 
District WI held a 
craft fayre on 
November 17, 
opened by AM Jane 
Hutt, who praised 
the work of the WI 
and was very com¬ 
plimentary regard¬ 
ing our small, but 
thriving and indus¬ 
trious institute. 

The event was well- 
attended in spite of the 
wintry weather. A few of 
our members went along 
to the group carol serv¬ 
ice held on December 2. 

The meeting on 
December 7 in Penllyn 
Village was opened by 
president, Novello 
Peters. 

Following the signing 
of the minutes, the presi¬ 
dent introduced Stephen 
Jarvis from Bridgend, 
who gave an interesting 
demonstration of cake 
decorating, (later the 
competed cake was raf¬ 
fled). 

As he worked, 

Stephen gave informa¬ 
tion on different types of 
icing and sugars, with 
hints and tips on deco¬ 
rating. 

Many of us were sur¬ 
prised to learn that we 
should make our 
Christmas cakes a whole 
year before we want to 
use them! 

The speaker was 
thanked by Novello 
Peters, and a short busi¬ 
ness meeting followed; 
members were reminded 
of various forthcoming 
federation and local 
events. 

Some members are 
planning to go to a 
Christmas evening in 
Tredegar House on 
Friday, December 17. 
Monthly craft evenings 
will resume in the New 
Year, (planned for the 
third Wednesday of 
every month). 

The festive meal out 
this year will be held in 
‘The Fox,’ Penllyn, on 
January 18. 

Various raffles were 
drawn, and members 
enjoyed a buffet pre¬ 
pared by the committee 
members. 

At the next meeting in 
Penllyn Village Hall on 
January 4 at 7.30pm, the 
speaker’s subject will be 
‘Mrs Beeton.’ 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August) 
at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Novello 
(01656 674191) or 
Marjorie (01656 
647115). MN 


Locals get in the swing of 
Tracy’s Cowbridge ceilidh 


A ceilidh was held at 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall on Friday, 
December 10 to raise 
money for Tracy 
Stubbington’s ‘Great 
Wall of China Marie 
Curie Walk’. 

As you can see from 
Mike Wilcock’s pic¬ 
tures of the evening, 
things went with quite a 
swing thanks to local 
musicians 
‘Thingamijigs’. 

Tracy plans to walk 
part of the Great Wall 
of China in September 
next year. 
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Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “T^newydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


School 

concert 

ONCE again, the 
Llangan Primary 
School Hall was 
filled to capacity 
for the Christmas 
concert, which took 
place on December 
9. 

It really is amazing to 
see and hear children so 
tiny playing such an 
important part. 

Speaking to one par¬ 
ent who had a child tak¬ 
ing part in the concert, 
who asked if my grand¬ 
child was in the concert, 
I replied no, but that I 
attended Llangan school 
80 years ago and sup¬ 
port the school as much 
as I possibly can. 

The only cloud on the 
horizon that could have 
affected the school in 
the coming months was 
the question of parking, 
which now seems to 
have been resolved.fol- 
lowing The GEM’s 
report last week. 

Diary dates 

A CHILDREN’S party 
will take place at 
Llangan and St Mary 
Hill hall at 6pm on 


December 18 when 
Father Christmas has 
promised to visit. 

On New Year’s Eve, 
a family party will take 
place, with a disco, 
games (adult tickets £2) 
from 7pm. Residents 
from Penllyn will be 
welcome. 

Treoes village com¬ 
munity hall will host a 
New Year’s Eve dance 
from 7pm. Tickets £5 
per couple. Please call 
01656 650383. 

Services 

THIS year’s Saron 
Chapel carol service 
was once again a 
resounding success. 
Children at the tender 
age of four years played 
a part with singing and 
recitation. 

There followed a tea 
party in the village hall, 
which had been organ¬ 
ised by the hall commit¬ 
tee. There was great 
excitement when bells 
could be heard to herald 
the arrival of Father 
Christmas with gifts for 
all the children. 

REMINDER 
ST Mary Hill church 
will hold a carol service 
on December 19 at 
11.15 am. 



Group’s thanks 


I WOULD just like to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to everyone who braved the bad 
weather to attend a coffee morning held 
at Boverton on December 3, in aid of 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. We raised a 
grand total of £330. 

Marlene Wheeldon, 

(On behalf of the Marie Curie Llantwit Major 
support group) 


Speed 

limit 

lottery 

THE ever-changing 
speed limit on the 
Cowbridge by-pass 
is like a lottery - 
one day 50 mph, 
next 40 mph, next 
30 mph! 

With all the large and 
small interval signs to 
change in these spend¬ 
ing cuts times, at least 
it’s keeping someone in 
highways busy! 

Or is it a plan by the 
speed camera units to 
catch you out? 

RG Thomas, 
Colwinston 


Carols in 
Cowbridge 

THE United Free 
Church new roof is 
now in place at 
Cowbridge, and the 
building is fully 
back in use ready 
for the annual car¬ 
ols by candlelight 
service on Sunday, 
December 19, at 
6pm. 

The guest artistes this 
year will be the choir of 
Ysgol lolo Morganwg, 
and the proceeds will be 
going to the Headway 
charity. 

Read your 
GEM online: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 


Milsom House 
Nursing Home, 
St Athan 


Your local quality care home 

Manager Gillian Allison 
Telephone 01446 750166 
www.milsonihouse.co.uk 
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OoptQins' 


‘THE DUKE’ HOSTS THE 
CAPTAINS’ DVD LAUNCH 


Group raises £950 for 
Velindre Hospital 


THE Duke of Wellington Public House in 
Cowbridge was the setting last week for the 
launch of the ‘Captains’ Climb’ DVD which 
relates the story of how former Welsh rugby 
captains climbed Mount Kilimanjaro earlier 
this year on behalf of Velindre Cancer Centre. 

On hand were two of those captains, leuan 
Evans and Jonathan Humphries, to sign 
DVDs and publicise the website www.velin- 
drefundraising.com. (See story right) 


Stage CAMP 
promises to be 
‘creative’ school 

STAGE CAMP, a local performance 
school, is making use of the new facilities 
at Cowbridge Comprehensive School, 
starting on January 8, 2011. 

Stage CAMP has been set up as a more creative 
and affordable performance school. 

As well as having teachers who specialise in 
musical theatre and drama, the school also provides 
guidance for the budding songwriter and rock and 
pop aspect of the industry. 

The school will be giving a free place to one stu¬ 
dent in the forthcoming January classes. Any pupil 
wishing to audition or wanting more information 
should apply via info@stagecamp.co.uk. 


COWBRIDGE Stitch and Bitch (above) raised £950 for 
Velindre Hospital at an afternoon tea in the Duke of Wellington 
pub, Cowbridge on December 12. 


car in collision 


A car overturned after colliding with an 
ambulance at a crossroads in Talbot 
Green on Sunday, December 12. 

The incident took place in the afternoon. A 
police spokesman said: “A collision occurred 
between an ambulance and a blue Vauxhall 
Zafira at the A119 junction with Talbot Road, at 
approximately 3.22pm. 

“The 32-year-old driver of the Vauxhall sus¬ 
tained injuries which were not life-threatening, 
and was admitted to the Royal Glamorgan 
Hospital.” 

The police are appealing for witnesses: call 101 
or crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


ABOVE: Members of the Vale of Glamorgan 41 Club, along with chairman Eugene 
Murphy, celebrated Christmas with a formal dinner at the Cross Inn, Llanblethian. 


Photographs by PAUL JONES 

For more pictures, go to: 

WWW. valeevents. co. uk! 
_ dukeofwellington _ 


Ystradowen student 
spreads her wings! 


A student from 
Ystradowen has 
just gained her fly¬ 
ing ‘wings’ at the 
age of 22. 

Hollie Rosier of 
Sevenoaks Fish Farm, is 
currently in her fourth 
and final year at 
Swansea University, 
studying aerospace engi¬ 
neering. 

She joined the 
University of Wales Air 
Squadron based at St 
Athan and has worked 
her way through the fly¬ 
ing syllabus. She won a 
scholarship with the Air 
League, funded by 
Airbus UK, to take her 
through the exams and 
the flying programme . 

Hollie has now 
gained her private 
pilot’s licence and has 
also been commissioned 
as an officer in the 
squadron with the rank 
of Pilot Officer. 


She said: “I love fly¬ 
ing and would like to be 
a pilot with the RAF 
when I leave university. 
Failing that, I would 
like to be a commercial 
pilot,” she said. 

Hollie comes origi¬ 
nally from Llantrisant 
and is the daughter of 
Terry and June Rosier. 
She attended Ysgol 
Gyfun Llanhari and is a 
fluent Welsh speaker. 


Ambulance and 


Festive 

meal 

beats 

cold! 


LLANHARRY 
WI NEWS 


O N December 
7, members 
braved the 
cold wether to 
make their way to 
the Llanharry 
Workingmen’s 
Club for the 
Christmas dinner. 

A warm welcome 
awaited and a delicious 
hot meal was enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Members were sad¬ 
dened to hear that 
Rhianydd Jervis had 
recently passed away. 
Rhianydd was a founder 
member of the Institute 
in 1947 and as a mark of 
respect, silence was 
observed. 

New president, Jill 
Rosser, presented 
Pauline Charles with the 
Joan Thomas Shield for 
winning the most month¬ 
ly competitions during 
the year. 

New programmes 
were given out and the 
first meeting of the new 
year is on January 4 at 
7.30pm. 

JR 


PLAY AREA 
OPENED AT 
EWENNY 


The scene at the opening of the play 
area at Ewenny. 

A VIP grown-up congratulate Ewenny 
joined youngsters at Community Council on 
the official opening securing the funds and 
of Ewenny Play delivering the play- 
area, on an icy but ground project with the 
sunny Sunday support of the Vale 


morning: 


Council who will main- 


With support from the tain the area. 

Creative Rural “The official opening 

Communities team and attracted a large number 
funding from the Welsh of children and their par- 
Assembly Governments , , , 

Rural Development Plan, *'’o were pleased 
Tidy Towns, and Othe wi* the new facility m 
Aggregates Levy, the this thriving village, 
new playground has “I am delighted that 
'state of the art' equip- the funding for the Welsh 
mem with space for par- Assembly’s Rural 
ents and children to play, i . m j 
1 1 • .u Development Plan and 

m a lovely setting m the ^ 

village. Towns has been 

Vale AM Jane Hutt able to back excellent 
said: “I would like to schemes like this.” 


41 Club celebrates festive 
period in Cowbridge 
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After The GEM highlights fears 
over traffic dangers to pupils... 

LLANGAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CAR PARK GETS THUMBS-UP! 


A Vale primary 
school, which 
feared it would 
miss out on a car 
park needed to 
ensure children 
were not endan¬ 
gered by traffic on 
a main road, is cel¬ 
ebrating news that 
it will go ahead 
after all. 

The relieved head¬ 
teacher of Llangan 
Primary School, Mrs 
Mary Noyes, 
announced: “We’re 
delighted to get what 
we wanted with the 
building of a car park 
which will ensure the 
safety of the children.” 

Last week. The 
GEM reported that 
governors and staff 
were fearful a child 
might get injured out¬ 
side the school gates, 
with vehicles often 
driving along the main 
road at excessive 
speeds. 

The school authori¬ 
ties had hoped that a 
£130,000 scheme for a 
car park behind 
Llangan Primary would 



go ahead in February, 
but a change in what 
was planned led to the 
figure rocketing to 
£280,000. 

It appeared doomed 
because of the rising 
costs. 

At present, pupils are 
picked up by their par¬ 
ents who park in a lay¬ 
by in front of the 
school with heavy traf¬ 
fic passing by just feet 
from their cars. 

But the matter was 
resolved, following a 


Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


Boxing Day in Llancarfan 

AS December 26 is a Sunday this year, it has been 
decided that the normal Boxing Day celebrations in 
the village should be held on Monday, December 27, 
so the Tug O’War and the Duck Egg race will now 
be held on that day. 

The festivities should begin with the first pull at 
about 12.30pm; with the Duck Eggs at about 
1.15pm. Anyone wishing to raise a team for the pull 
should try to turn up by 12.15pm. 

Duck Egg entry forms are available at the Eox 
and Hounds both before and on the day of the race. 


meeting involving the 
Vale Council Leader, 
Conn Gordon Kemp, 
the director of learning 
and development, Brian 
Jeffreys, the school’s 
head of governors, 

Huw Davey, and the 
headteacher Mrs 
Noyes. 

During the meeting, 
Mrs Noyes was able to 
take the leader and the 
director of learning to 
the proposed site for 
the new car park. 

Part of the reason 
that the scheme is able 
to go ahead in the first 
place is because of the 
generosity of Mr John 
Homfray, a local 
landowner, who two 
years ago gave a field 
to the school for the 
precise purpose of 
building a car park. 

Mrs Noyes said: 
“We’re hoping it will 
go ahead in the New 
Year, but it will first 
have to go to planning. 

“I’d like to thank 
everyone who support- 


The day that Derek 
met his namesake... 


ON December 2, Cottrell Park 
Golf Club’s ladies section 
organised a Christmas craft 
fayre, with all profits being 
donated to the Captains’ char¬ 
ity, ‘Friends of Velindre’. 

Derek Brockway (The BBC weath¬ 
erman), attended the event to official¬ 
ly open the fayre and to sign copies of 
his three popular books, one of which 
is called Whatever the Weather. It 
details his life from a young boy and 
how his passion for the weather 
resulted in his present career. 

During the event there was a photo 
opportunity as namesake manager of 
Cottrell Park Golf Club, Mr Derek 
Smith, introduced himself to the 
weather guru! 

Derek humoured his audience with 
a short run down of the forthcoming 
weather forecast and finished with - 
‘The sun will always shine on Cottrell 
Park!’. 

Cottrell Park and the club captains, 
Lorraine Pointon Bell and Stephen 
Lewis, thanked Derek Brockway for 
opening the event, the stand holders 
for presenting a fine display of 
Christmas wares and the attendees 


who raised an amazing £1,000 for the 
charity ‘Friends of Velindre’. 

The ladies Christmas lunch was 
held on December 9 and the lady cap¬ 
tain, Lorraine Pointon-Bell, arranged 
for trees on the Mackintosh course at 
the club to be dressed with Christmas 
decorations. 

The halfway house has also been 
transformed into a grotto to house 
Father Christmas, who is providing 
hot mulled wine and mince pies to all 
participants in the golf competition 
preceding the festivities. 


ed us. We’re also grate¬ 
ful for the help of the 
local MP Alun Cairns 
and Coun Ray Thomas. 

“This is a huge relief 
for the parents who 
have petitioned locally 
for a car park for many 
years.” 

Mr Cairns said: 
“When I visited the 
school in September it 
was the number one 
issue raised and I’m 
delighted that through 
the campaign by the 
governors, headteacher, 
the parents, and Coun 
Thomas a solution now 
seems to have been 
found.” 

Mr Cairns said that 
if the budget allowed 
the car park to be situ¬ 
ated nearer to the 
school than originally 
planned that would be 
“the better option”. 

Mrs Noyes added: 
“We are also looking 
for help from any local 
industries that might be 
able to support us in 
terms of resources or 
funding.” 

Mrs Noyes first 
called for a car park 


LEFT: 

Mrs Mary Noyes, 
pupils, staff and 
parents, are joined 
by Alun Cairns MP 
and Coun Ray 
Thomas to 
celebrate news that 
Llangan Primary 
School should be 
getting its new car 
park some time in 
the New Year. 

away from the main 
road seven years ago. 

Five years ago, a 
youngster sustained a 
serious head injury 
after being hit by a 
vehicle wing mirror; 
and three years ago, 
two women escaped 
injury when they were 
picking up children and 
their cars were hit by 
passing vehicles. 

It seems that next 
year the school will 
have two major cele¬ 
brations - its centenary 
year and its new ‘safe’ 
car park. 

Bryan Jeffreys, the 
director of learning and 
development at the 
Vale Council, 
explained: 

“The meeting pro¬ 
vided a helpful oppor¬ 
tunity to clarify the 
expectation of the 
council to ensure the 
development of pupil 
safety arrangements 
which are achievable, 
effective and which 
will be fully utilised by 
parents. 

“The council's deci¬ 
sion to amend the pro¬ 
posals to achieve these 
objectives was under¬ 
stood and supported. 

“New plans are now 
being developed in 
consultation with the 
school.” 



CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 
AT ST DONATS 



ST DONATS CHURCH was packed for a 
candlelit carol service with contributions 
from St Donats’Choir and musicians, read¬ 
ings by Atlantic College students, and a 
delightful play Jesus’ Christmas Party by 
the children. 

The celebrity touch was added to the 
congregation by Connie Fisher and her 
husband, who were recently married in the 
church. 

There was a collection for Hope 
International Indonesia disaster relief. 

PHOTOGRAPHS by 
HEATHER MARCH 



Axe falls on Vale Magistrates Court 


THE Vale 

Magistrates Court 
is to be closed 
despite a six-month 
battle by local 
politicians to keep it 
open, 


largest town in Wales, need to save money but Vale. 


open and continuing its there are plenty of other 
excellent local justice ways to cut back." 


than 500 court buildings 


“The purpose of local is not now necessary or 
justice is that it N held in sustainable, nor is it 


services, which include a Mr Cairns said he was the community. That has reasonable expense for 
family court and domes- concerned there would now gone by the way- taxpayer 


tic violence court. 


be a number of conse- side, with defendants. 


“The petition I sub- quences which might witnesses and solicitors 


mitted of 1,000 signa- flow from closure. 


having to travel to 


The local MP Alun lures opposing the clo- “This will mean more Cardiff and Bridgend.” 


“We are closing the 
worst courts in the estate 
- so we can concentrate 


Cairns told The GEM he sure demonstrated the pressure in time and The Coalition Justice our limited resources on 


vast amount of support money on the police. It Minister 


for these services. 


was “aghast at the deci¬ 
sion”. 

It means that another 
facility - along with the 

driving test centre and blow for the people of justice, 
the cinema in recent the Vale this Christmas.’ 
times - will be lost to 


runs the risk of losing Djanogly 


Jonathan the best ones, 
argued that “We are investing in 


Confirmation of the local magistrates and reform of the court estate the court estate with new 
court’s closure is a bitter flies in the face of local would deliver a modern, buildings and with refur- 

efficient justice system bishment of facilities. 

“We have listened to 
the significant points 


“On a map, Cardiff with victims and wit- 
The decision was con- may seem to be a short nesses at its centre. He 


Barry and the wider demned by Vale MP distance away but they said £22million would . , resnnndents tn 
Vale. Alun Cairns, who helped are very different com- be invested in mod- ^ I’ 

The court had been 

under threat since June 6 . _ . 

when a Ministry of the Ministry of Justice. 

Justice consultation Mr Cairns said: “T 

paper was published rec- decision to close the worked together to pre- buildings, 


Alun Cairns, who helped are very different com- be invested 
to present the court’s munities. Barry serves ernising courts 
case for staying open to the whole of the Vale. - - -. 

“Local magistrates. 


Mr Djanogly pointed 
out: “Aceess to justice is 


the consultation. 

“As a result we have 
decided not to close 15 


Mr Cairns said: “The charitable groups and I not just about access to courts which were 


ommending that the court is wrong. I have pare the case supporting type of justice delivered, 
court close and propos- told the Minister so in no the court. I am aghast at decent facilities for vic¬ 


ing cases be heard in uncertain terms. 

Cardiff instead. “As a result, he has let it rest.” 

The Vale’s Assembly agreed to meet me again Plaid Cymru candi- 
Member Jane Hutt to discuss the matter and date for the Vale, Dr Ian 
have asked David Johnson, 


the decision and will not tims and witnesses and 
efficient use of the sys¬ 
tem.” 


described the decision as 
“a devastating blow for Taylor, chairman of the 
Barry”. magistrates’ bench 

She said: “It shows join me. 


said he was the court estate has not 
saddened and disap- 


It’s about the included in the consulta¬ 
tion.” 

The Minister admitted 
: “There will be longer 
journeys for some to 
, their closest court but we 
Mr Djanogly said that ^h^uld not operate courts 

=» pniirt n*:ic nnt ^ 


to pointed” by the news, 

“We used to have a 


kept pace with the 

changing nature of socle- “ *at many will 


complete disregard of “I want to ensure that court in Cowbridge, 

the strong representa- the Minister appreciated which also closed, and places on the justice sys- 


tions made to keep the the full consequences, 
court, situated in the “I know there is a single court in the whole 


ty or with the demands never need to make, 
that modern society Of the courts con¬ 
sulted on in Wales 16 
we are now left without a tern. will close and two will 

“An estate of more be retained. 
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St Athan gets ready for Christmas as its 
festive illuminations light up village 



Atlantic boat is star guest at 
Llancarfan school’s Christmas 


LLANCARFAN Primary 
School opened the doors to 
its Christmas fete, raising 
more than £800 for the 
PTA, which will go towards 
funding additional equip¬ 
ment and trips for pupils. 

Christmas wreaths, jewellery, 
homemade ‘Llancarfan Primary 
School’ plum jam, and chocolate 
puddings were just some of the 
things on offer. 

Father Christmas also made a 
very welcome appearance, which 
delighted the younger visitors to 
the fete. 

Pupils had the chance to sit in 
the Team Atlantic Dash rowing 
boat which John Haskell and fel¬ 
low Ely firefighter, Kevin Dite, 
will row across the Atlantic in 



Llancarfan youngsters were excited to have the chance 
to sit in the Team Atlantic Dash rowing boat. 

December 2011 to raise funds for To round off a very successful 
charity. John has two children at day, the raffle winners were 
the school, Megan and Morgan, announced, and they took home 
The school will be charting their some fantastic prizes from ham- 
progress via the internet and com- pers to beauty treatments, 
municating via satellite phone. SH 


STATHAN 
switched on its 
Christmas lights 
recently, and resi¬ 
dents were out to 
enjoy the evening. 
In the photograph 
above (from left to 
right) are: Wing 
Commander Jones; 
Phil Allen of Aberthaw 
Power Station; Deacon 
Sam Taylor from The 
Gathering Place; Rev 
Melanie Prince; organ¬ 
iser Alan Bourne; and 
Steve Haine, the chair¬ 
man of St. Athan 
Community Council. 

A council 

spokesman said: “We 
would like to thank the 
RAF for supplying the 
marshals and Aberthaw 
Power Station for spon¬ 
soring the event” 



ABOVE: Getting ready for the big switch-on! 
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WE WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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‘RESPONDING TO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC NEEDS IN WALES’ 


Assembly budget will spell out 
education (and health) priorities 


A s I enjoy 
the many 
Christmas 
school, choir and 
church concerts 
and fairs leading 
up to Christmas, I 
have the opportu¬ 
nity to reflect on 
the year and look 
towards the chal¬ 
lenges of 2011, not 
least as a result of 
Government poli¬ 
cy changes in 
Westminster 
affecting us here 
in Wales. 

Having the task of 
developing a budget for 
Wales which takes on 
board a role in reducing 
the UK Government 
deficit, but also seeks to 
respond to the social 
and economic needs of 
people in Wales, has 
been an enormous 
responsibility. 

Our priorities were 
agreed much earlier this 
year, to protect schools, 
skills and vulnerable 
people. 

We have sought to do 
that and the draft budget 
is now being scrutinised 
by the Assembly com¬ 
mittees and partners in 
local government, the 
NHS, the private and 
voluntary sectors and 
the Wales TUC. 

The debate on this 
budget will be held in 
January, leading to the 
final budget vote in 


early February. 
Education has been at 
the forefront of our pri¬ 
orities, protecting fund¬ 
ing for schools, which is 
reflected in the local 
government revenue set¬ 
tlement, as well as fund¬ 
ing for further education 
and work-based learn¬ 
ing through our 
Pathways to 

Apprenticeships scheme 
- Skills for Economic 
Renewal. 

I am visiting 
Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre and 
Oakfield School this 
week to assure them that 
funding for the pioneer¬ 
ing Elying Start pro¬ 
gramme is protected and 
the full roll-out of the 3- 
7 year olds foundation 
phase in nursery and 
primary schools. 

This funding is over 
and above the money 
that goes to the local 
education authority for 
schools. 

We are also keeping 
the educational mainte¬ 
nance allowance for 16- 
18 year olds in Wales, 
due to be abolished in 
England. 

With the vote last 
week in Westminster 
narrowly approving the 
UK Government's plans 
to allow universities to 
raise their fees to 
£9,000, the major news 
of the past fortnight has 
been the decision by the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government to help uni¬ 
versity students living in 
Wales, by meeting the 




Skin Studio 

of Penarth 
Advanced Treatments, 
Advanced Results 



SPECIAL 

SALE 

(for 1 week only) 
ALL TREATMENTS 
HALF PRICE 
and valid until 31st 
January! 

An ideal Christmas 
Solution. . . 


For Her ... For Him . 

Cleansing facials, 
body sculpting, 
relaxing pamper sessions. 

Indulge your loved one - 
GIFT VOUCHERS 
from £10 

T: 02921 250 221 



E: skinstudio@hotmaiLco.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


extra cost from such a 
rise in England or 
Wales. 

In his statement to the 
Assembly on November 
30, the Education 
Minister, Leighton 
Andrews AM, said: 

“The message today is 
clear. Students ordinari¬ 
ly resident in Wales 
going to university in 
2012-13 will be no 
worse off than if they 
had gone to university 
this year.” 

This will apply to all 
students who live in 
Wales, whether they 
choose to study in Wales 
or any other part of the 
UK. 

We have been clear 
that higher education 
should be on the basis 
of the individual’s poten¬ 
tial to benefit - and not 
on the basis of what 
they can afford to pay. 

There are a number 
of important changes to 
help students from 2012. 
The income threshold 
for repayment will rise 
from £15,000 to 
£21,000. Part-time stu¬ 
dents will also be able 
to access a tuition fee 
loan, depending on the 
intensity of their course. 

This news was widely 
welcomed, not just by 
young people and their 
parents in Wales, such 
as my constituent 
Caelum Davies, who 
said: “My family and I 
are happy with the fan¬ 
tastic news from the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government! It’s a big 
financial relief for us!” 

Professor Malcolm 
Prowle from 
Nottingham University 
also welcomed this deci¬ 
sion. 

He wrote on the pub¬ 
lic finance blog that the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government seems to be 
aware that: 

''Having an educated 
worlrforce is essential 
for the Welsh economy 
and tripling university 
fees would have a huge 
impact on the number of 
Welsh young people 
going to university. 

"...The Welsh 
Assembly Government 
did not go for the cheap 
headline of protecting 
the NHS, but chose its 
priorities carefully.” 

However, we are 
seeking to safeguard the 
NHS by making it the 
only budget line which 
is not being reduced 
next year and by 
increasing the allocation 
to ‘NHS Delivery’ 
which is spent on our 
health services at the 
sharp end. 

Last week, I was 
pleased to welcome 
Edwina Hart AM, the 
Health Minister to Barry 
Hospital to announce an 
extra £110m for the 
NHS this year, to help 
meet the pressures 
which are very evident 
with the cold snap. 

I also visited Barry 
Hospital on Monday to 
welcome the new elder¬ 
ly care assessment unit 
being put in place with 


the local team of GPs, 
Vale Social Services and 
the voluntary sector as 
well as the consultants, 
OTs, physiotherapists 
and nurses who provide 
such excellent care at 
Barry Community 
Hospital - all coming 
together for a more 
holistic, effective 
assessment of the needs 
of elderly people in the 
Vale. 

You will soon see 
changes at Barry 
Hospital, with a new 
reception area opposite 


the front doors, as well 
as these new services 
taking off for frail, eld¬ 
erly people. 

So we are investing 
in the NHS and devel¬ 
oping services which 
meet the needs of peo¬ 
ple in the community 
with the health teams 
working ever more 
closely with social serv¬ 
ices, the voluntary sec¬ 
tor and families. 

Season ’5 greetings to 
everyone in the Vale of 
Glamorgan! 


/^SSEMBLVA 
NOTES 



by Jane Hutt 
AM 

(Assembly Minister 
for business and 
V budget) V 


Jobless tops 7% 
in Barry ward 


THE highest unem¬ 
ployment in the Vale 
is to he found in the 


beginning of the year. 

Most areas of the 
Vale have seen unem- 
^ . . . ployment fall over the 

Castleland ward m period January to 
Barry where 7.3 per October, 
cent of those eligible The lowest unem- 
to work are seeking ployment 
. - Peterston 

jobs. 


Super Ely 
where just 1 per cent 
This figure has more are seeking work, 
than doubled since last Wenvoe stands at 1.1 
January when the fig- per cent - which is a 
ure stood at 3.2 per drop from 1.7 per cent 


cent. 

The next highest fig¬ 
ures are also to 
found in Barry - 
Buttrills where the fig¬ 
ure is 5.6 per cent and 


last January. 

Other areas where 
be unemployment stands 
in at less than 2 per cent 
are Llandow-Ewenny 
at 1.2 per cent; 


Cadoc which is 5.5, but Cowbridge with 1.5 per 
both of these wards cent, St Bride’s with 1.6 
have seen a slight fall in per cent and Sully with 
overall figures since the 1.9 per cent. 


SENIOR LAWYER CALLS FOR RETURN TO TRADITIONAL PROFESSIONAL VALUES 



Beech & Co Lawyers, 
commercial property 
and business law 
specialists of Cowbridge 
have merged with Peter 
Davies Solicitors of 
Cardiff and James & 
Bulteel of Pontypridd. 
The three firms have 
joined together under 
the umbrella of a new 
business venture called 
Glamorgan Law. 

“This is a great move for 
us” said Richard Beech. 
“Glamorgan Law 
represents a great 
opportunity for us to 
offer our rapidly growing 
client base in South 
Wales and elsewhere a 
full range of services. 


Each member firm of 
Glamorgan Law will 
retain its individual 
identity and speciality 
focus but will be able to 
call on the skills of the 
other parts of the new 
business when needed. 
It’s good for us and good 
for our clients”. 

Peter Davies, President 
of the Cardiff Law 
Society, said: “We have 
built a strong reputation 
as one of the leaders in 
the field of litigation and 
dispute resolution in 
South Wales in the last 
decade. As a result of 
our mergers this year 
we can now meet all our 
client’s legal needs from 


offices throughout South 
Wales, including 
property services such 
as house buying and 
selling, as well as 
enhancing our existing 
expertise in areas such 
as family law, 
employment law and 
wills, probate and trusts. 
Richard Beech, who has 
unrivalled commercial 
property and business 
law expertise adds a 
cutting edge to our 
services for business 
clients.” 

He continued: “In the 
current economic 
climate it is 
understandable that 
many law firms are 
anxious about the threat 
from major players such 
as banks and 
supermarkets who want 
a piece of the legal 
market and are looking 
to move into traditional 
areas of legal practice 
such as house 
conveyancing and wills 
and probate work. It is 
true that some, 
particularly smaller high 
street practices may not 
survive but we are 


confident that we are in 
a very strong position to 
meet the challenges and 
thrive in the years 
ahead. I have no doubt 
that there will remain a 
robust demand for 
lawyers in traditional law 
firms who are able to 
combine good value 
with excellent service 
delivered by properly 
trained lawyers.” 

Jill Bulteel, resident 
partner at Glamorgan 
law, Pontypridd, added: 
“Clients justifiably expect 
solicitors to behave in a 
decent, honourable, 
professional manner 
and to deliver a high 
level of skill at 
reasonable cost. Not all 
of our profession has 
covered itself with glory 
in the past couple of 
decades. We believe 
that a return to 
traditional professional 
values is essential to 
combat the big 
battalions such as the 
Co-op and Tesco law 
and that is what 
Glamorgan Law is all 
about.” 



Lsiarno.^gan 


Brings together under one umbrella three well established firms - 
Peter Davies Solicitors, Beech and Co and James and Bulteel 

The new enterprise offers businesses, individuals and public bodies a comprehensive 
range of services from offices throughout the region 

For further information contact Richard Beech, Jill Bulteel or Peter Davies at 

ro wti 

Cowbridge office: 01446 771 742 Richard Beech | Cardiff office: 029 2022 5472 Peter Davies 
Pontypridd office: 01443 408 455 Jill Bulteel 
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Fundraiser 
is planned 
to get Tobias 
breathing 


a 



pacemaker 


ABOVE: Tobias enjoying a short, but cold 
break just outside the hospital. 


I REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN | 


FUNDRAISERS 
for Tobias Lunnon 
have set themselves 
the huge new target 
of £20,000 to pay 
for a breathing 
pacemaker. 

They hope it will 
make life that little bit 
more bearable for the 
six-year-old youngster 
who was paralysed in a 


mum Fiona at his side. 

Chief fundraiser 
Tracey Smith explained: 
“Our aim is to do a 
massive new fundraiser 
in the New Year to get 
Tobias a breathing pace¬ 
maker which costs 
£ 20 , 000 . 

“It will help him off 
the tracheotomy and 
means that when he goes 
to school he will only 


road traffic collision, and need one nurse rather 
remains in than two.” 

Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Tobias attends a 
Cambridge with his school in the hospital 


Mount Kilimanjaro 
climb. Another item is a 
signed Cardiff Blues 
rugby top, and we’ve got 
a golf cap autographed 
by the Ryder Cup 
golfers. 

“One man won £100 
on the horses and told us 
he wanted to give it to 
Tobias! 

“Natalie Braithwaite 
of British Gas has raised 
£1,200 and is arranging 
to have presents deliv¬ 
ered to Tobias which 


FLYING 


N 

iROSj^. 

CARDIFF 
AIRPORT 

01446 710000 m3Q|^ 

GIR VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 
FROM £84 



and keeps in touch with 
his friends at Ysgol 
Gwaun y Nant in Barry 
via a Skype device 
attached to a laptop 
computer paid for by 
fundraisers in Barry and 
the rest of the Vale. 

Tracey said: “I know 
this is a very big target, 
but we’re going to try 
our hardest. With the 
help of The GEM, Steve 
Powell and Bro Radio, 
local band Brother 
Steve, and others, we 
think we can go a good 
way to the total. 

“Even if we raised 
just half of it - £10,000 
- it might mean we 
could get the remaining 
amount from a funding 
source.” 

People continue to 
help Tobias and Eiona in 
all sorts of ways. 

Tracey said: “Part of 
the new fundraiser will 
involve auctioning items 
that have been kindly 
given to us. 

“We have a rugby ball 
signed by the Welsh cap- will be easier to push 
tains who went on the than the armchair ver¬ 


sion. 

“Tobias also went on 
the tilt table and man¬ 
aged to go up to 90 per 
cent. In fact, he asked 
the physiotherapists to 
put him up the whole 
way - he likes to push 
himself a little bit fur¬ 
ther.” 

Eiona is also heart¬ 
ened by the fact that 
Tobias is doing so well 
educationally. 

“He recently complet¬ 
ed an online maths test 


include a DVD/TV and a at the hospital school 


globe that can be pro¬ 
jected onto the ceiling.” 

Tobias has also man¬ 
aged to get outside the 
hospital building in the 
last few days. 

His mum Eiona said: 
“Tobias got out in the 
cold and was wrapped 
up like an es ki mo 
against the winter wind! 

“We joked that he 
looked like Rudolf the 
red nose reindeer! 

“His new chair should 
be arriving next week, 
and that will have a 
proper head support, and 





gwwMi gmi 



PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Tm floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 


We hdve a fabulous range of cookware 
and accessories - everything you 
need for the perfect Christmas! 

MANY LOVELY GIFT IDEAS! 


SHOP OPEN: Monday- Saturday 9am -SSOpm; Sunday 10am-4pm 


3a TYNEWYDD road, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

V (opposite new library) hand to advise 

Also large warehouse and showroom at 

252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


WAREHOUSE OPEN: Monday - Saturday Sam - 5.30pm 


All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 



and was a year ahead in 
his result. He is really 
proud of his abilities and 
often comes out top of 
the class.” 

Eiona added: “Thank 
you to everyone who has 
kindly taken the time to 
send Christmas cards to 
Tobias. He eagerly looks 
forward to his mail and 
enjoys seeing the cards. 

“The hospital let him 
put up his Christmas tree 
early. Tobias and I want 
to wish everyone a truly 
magical Christmas.” 

The GEM will give 
more details on the new 
fundraiser in the New 
Year. 

Cheques, payable to 
Tobias Lunnon, can be 
handed into Steve 
Nicholls Estate Agents at 
15 High Street, Barry, 
CF62 7EB. 


‘Plans for Bosch 
site must be spelt 
out’ - says Vale MP 


THE Vale MP has 
claimed that devel¬ 
opment around the 
former Bosch facto¬ 
ry is being delayed 
by uncertainty over 
development of a 
new business park 
at Cardiff West. 

The Cardiff West 
scheme was being pro¬ 
moted by Cardiff City 
Council but it is now in 
doubt, with the council 
in the process of prepar¬ 
ing a new development 
plan, after withdrawing 
the previous plan in 
April this year. 

Mr Cairns believes 
that this uncertainty is 
having a knock-on 
effect on plans to attract 
new industry to the 
Bosch site further down 
the M4 from Junction 
33, where Cardiff West, 
a business park, was 
proposed. 

He explained: “The 
Welsh Assembly 

Government seems to 
have no plan at all for 
the land around Bosch. 

“This is a key devel¬ 
opment site which is 
hugely important for the 
creation of jobs in the 
Vale. 

“I went to Germany 
to meet Bosch directors 
and they said that they 
would be disposing of 
the site for development, 
which had community 
support, within 12 
months of the closure. 

“We are already six 
months into that but 
nothing is being done. 


Christmas 
Tree World 


^1 Situated on the A48, between 
nl Bonvilston and the five mile 
si ^ lane turn off 


From 1st 
December 2010 
9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft -18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

2009 Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

01446 781818 



“There is no policy 
for Bosch because WAG 
is focussing on the 
Junction 33 develop¬ 
ment instead. 

“The Vale is paying 
the price for the confu¬ 
sion and delays caused 
by Cardiff City Council 
and the Welsh Assembly 
Government.” 

Mr Cairns said he 
was writing to Deputy 
Eirst Minister leuan 
Wyn Jones asking him 
to spell out what plans 
they have for the Bosch 
site. 

“We need them to be 
exploring the options 
now, but they are paral¬ 
ysed by indecision. It’s 
time for action.” 

Recently, Mr Cairns 
met members of the 
Cardiff Commercial 
Property Eorum to dis¬ 
cuss both schemes. 

A Welsh Assembly 
Government spokesman 
said: “We cannot com¬ 
ment on the Cardiff 
Development Plan as 
this is a planning matter. 

“When it comes to 
the former Bosch site, 
we are working with the 
site’s owners and the 
local authority to review 
all options available to 
explore any future 


potential use of the site. 

“We recently met rep¬ 
resentatives from 
Bosch, the Vale Council 
and Bosch’s nominated 
consultants for design 
and marketing of the 
site. 

“It was agreed to set 
up a working group with 
Bosch’s designers to 
consider and develop 
proposals.” 

A spokeswoman for 
Cardiff Council said: 
“Cardiff’s Local 

Development Plan was 
withdrawn in April 2010 
and work is now under 
way on the preparation 
of a new plan 

“Therefore, Cardiff 
County Council has no 
current development 
plan proposals in place 
for a business park on 
land north of Junction 
33 oftheM4. 

“The new LDP will 
set out a land use strate¬ 
gy for Cardiff and is 
anticipated to be adopt¬ 
ed in 2014. 

“Work is currently 
under way on preparing 
a ‘preferred strategy’ 
that is planned to be 
considered by Cardiff 
Council in October 
2011 .” 


Airport charge 
to use trolleys 

A NEW ‘improved’ trolley service at 
Cardiff Airport means that it will soon cost 
£2 to use a baggage trolley. 

Unlike the trolley parks commonly in use at super¬ 
markets, that £2 will be non-refundable! 

The new trolleys will be introduced today 
(December 16) supplied by the Newport-based com¬ 
pany Airport Cart Service (ACS), which will supply 
and operate the trolley service. 

Margaret James, quality and contracts manager 
at Cardiff Airport, commented: “Our aim is to 
improve the trolley service for those travelling 
through the airport, and to do this the existing trol¬ 
leys need to be replaced. 

“We’re working with specialist company ACS 
Limited to offer our customers the highest quality 
product and service available. ” 

Mrs James continued: “There is a cost associated 
with the improved service which must be recovered 
by ACS Limited. ” 

Cardiff Airport will not be receiving any income 
from this fee. 




Professional Hair Styling 
Range of Beauty Treatments 
Manicures, Pedicures, 
Waxing, Facials, Make Up, 
Ear Piercing for 7 years 
upwards, Eyelash/Brow 
treatments. 

Gift Vouchers and a selection 
of jewellery 


If you work late then so will we! 
Sunday appointments available. 
Mobile Service. 

117, High Street, Barry 
(The top end of High Street) 
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CROSS ROADS ^ 


STOWBIS/ECHO f Alls RED/ WHITE/ ROSE 


HAEOUES De CARCERIS RESERVA 200M 


r. 


%<«j ^/6, 7{/<t^ ^6. 

£ 9 . 99 . £ 4.99 




3 FOR £9 HO 


SiCLOSACOREDRiOjA 




FRENCH CONNECTION CRAMPAGM 


THE FAAKXJS GROUSE TAHSKT' 


7€/a^ ^7.25 ^f9.99 ^fS.^9 

£ 5.39 _ £ 5.99 £ 9.99 _ £ 10.99 


01446 774202 
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Inspiring Welsh 
school teacher’s 
Oxford award 


TEACHER Ceri 
An wen Janies, of 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, is one 
of eight winners of 
the inaugural 
University of 
Oxford 
‘Inspirational 
Teachers Award’, 
thanks to a nomi¬ 
nation by first-year 
Oxford student 
Ruth Pilcher. 

Mike Nicholson, the 
director of undergradu¬ 
ate admissions at 
Oxford, said: “We start¬ 
ed the award as a way 
of recognising the 
importance of school or 
college teachers as a 
particular source of 
encouragement and 
inspiration to students. 

“There is a huge 
amount of hard work 
and dedication involved 
in securing a place at 


Oxford, and the submis¬ 
sions we received 
underscored how impor¬ 
tant a role teachers play 
in this process. 

Ruth, now a student 
at St John’s College, 
said in her nomination: 
“My German teacher 
and form tutor, Miss 
Ceri Anwen James, was 
an absolute inspiration, 
educationally and per¬ 
sonally. 

“It was Miss James 
who encouraged us to 
apply to Oxbridge in the 
first place and she, more 
than anyone, helped 
with my application. As 
a form tutor, she was 
second to none." 

The winning teachers 
will receive book tokens 
to use in their school or 
college, and a framed 
certificate signed by 
Oxford’s Vice- 
Chancellor, Professor 
Andrew Hamilton. 


Artwork’s permanent 
home in town library 

WELSH artist Charles Byrd has donated one of 
his automated machines to the Vale Council. 

‘A Maquette for a Futuristic Tower', will be per¬ 
manently sited in the County Library, Barry. At the 
handing over ceremony, the Mayor of the Vale, 
Coun Colin Osborne, thanked him for giving the 
people of the Vale the opportunity to enjoy a piece 
of his art. 

Charles Byrd is a self-taught painter, sculptor 
and kinetic artist. In the 1960s, he turned his atten¬ 
tion to kinetic sculpture. His work is represented in 
many public collections. 


*GoodTaste \.. our speciality! 

Finest Indian Restaurant&Take-away 


amimni 


Award Winning Restaurant 


CHRISTMAS 

a party at home ... 

15% DISCOUNT 
on TAKEAWAYS 

(Minimum 10 persons) (4 COUrSeS) £20 

I- 1 (Served 12-8pm Christmas Day 

and Boxing Day only) 


* ^ ^ ^ Christmas Day 

^ « "nraditional Tiirkey Dinner 

* Papadom & Chutney 

Starter: 

— Vegetable Soup, Prawn Cocktail, Garlic 
Mushroom, Lamb Chop, Vegetable Spring 
Roll, Salmon Steak. 

He ^ ^ Main Courses: 

Uf " Roast Turkey, Stuffing & Chip Potatoes, 

pr ^ Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding, Pan fried 

fresh Salmon Fillet, Roast Chicken. 

^ Desserts: 

Ip ^ ^ Christmas pudding, Cheescake, 

Coffee & Mints. 

it- ^ — Four Courses £25 

(Christmas Day & Boxing Day only) 

12 noon - 8pm 

• SUNDAY BUFFET 

* 12 noon -11 pm. 21 dishes 

^ only £7.9 5 Child ren £4.95 

■ Throughout December 

all customers can enjoy 

; _ I _I a complimentar y g lass of cham pagne. 

^^70^ Elitg^te,COWBRIDGE®^^6 77IM^7W590 

Open 7 days - 5.30pm - 11.30pm (Including Bank Holidays) 


Friday and Saturday General Menu Applies^ 

Food HygienS^O^^^^n the do 
^H^Food Standards Aeency Supported Scheme 


We welcome your news and views - 
if you have a story to tell, email us at: 

gemeditorial @tindlenews. co. uk 


Thursday, December 16th, 2010 


New year promises 
change for councils 


A new year is 
fast 

approach¬ 
ing, and with it a 
year of change for 
many councils: 
There has been 
much talk about 
shared services 
and partnership 
working, and the 
Vale is taking the 
lead in this area. 

We have just 
agreed a ‘memoran¬ 
dum of understand¬ 
ing’ with Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. This means 
in the future we could 
see more joint staff 
appointments, the 
sharing of specialist 
skills and joint pro¬ 
curement - leading to 
savings and efficien¬ 
cies. 

For the past year, 
our principal auditor 
has been jointly man¬ 
aging the Vale’s and 
Bridgend’s audit serv¬ 
ices. 

We already also 
have the long-stand¬ 
ing arrangement 
whereby Bridgend 
offers a crematorium 
service to the Vale. 

Future plans for 
joint working projects 
will need to be sup¬ 
ported by a business 
case demonstrating 
that they will produce 
savings and benefits, 


by Coun 
GORDON 
KEMP 

Leader of the 
Vale Council 


such as protecting and 
improving services. 

New figures for the 
Vale bode well for the 
coming year - the Vale 
had the lowest absence 
figures of the 22 Welsh 
councils in the year 
2009-10. 

Vale staff absence 
rates, including 
schools, reduced fur¬ 
ther to only 4.2 days 
per employee in the 
six-month period 
April to September 

The council intro¬ 
duced a new sickness 
management policy in 
2008 and these figures 
are a testament to the 
hard work of every¬ 
one involved in the 
development and 
implementation of the 


policy. 

Sickness absence 
has a dire effect on 
council services and 
finances, and we will 
work to maintain a 
low absence rate. 

The council’s annu¬ 
al ‘Looked after 
Children Awards ’ took 
place at the end of 
November and we were 
pleased to welcome the 
deputy minister for 
Social Care, Gwenda 
Thomas. 

The youngsters 
received awards for a 
range of achieve¬ 
ments, including aca¬ 
demic success, 
improved behaviour 
and sporting and 
artistic achievements. 

The children and 
young people were 
joined at the event by 
their foster carers, 
their families, social 
workers and teachers. 

Everyone enjoyed 
entertainment from 
pupils of Barry, St 
Richard Gwyn and 
Cardinal Newman 
Comprehensive 
Schools, including 
musical performances 
and street dancing. 

Well done to all the 
award winners. 

Finally, may I wish 
everyone in the Vale of 
Glamorgan a merry 
Christmas and a happy 
New Year. i 


ALL THLSt on LKS ARt SUBJtl*T TO AVAILABILITY 
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PULLING POWER OF THE GEM! 


Hundreds enter our 
latest competitions 



ABOVE: Mrs Williams receives her luxury hamper, courtesy 
of Chris White of Waitrose store, Barry. 


IN the last few weeks, literally 
hundreds of people have 
entered GEM competitions, 
with the latest lucky winner 
being Mrs Doreen Williams 
from Llantwit Major. 

Mrs Williams won a luxury 
Waitrose hamper full of 
Christmas goodies. 

She said: “It was a lovely sur¬ 
prise - more so because I’d for¬ 
gotten that I’d entered!” 

Mrs Williams plans to have her 
family around for the Christmas 
Day meal and now has a few little 
extras to share. 

GEM advertising executive Jan 


Irving said: “The response to the 
Waitrose competition was amaz¬ 
ing. We had well over 100 people 
who entered - not just from the 
Vale and Bridgend, but also from 
Cardiff and the Valleys. 

“Our other competition prize, 
for a meal for two in the Beech 
Tree Inn at Culverhouse Cross, 
also drew more than 100 entries.” 

The winner of the Beech Tree 
competition was Glynis Lewis, 
from Rhoose Point, who told The 
GEM: 

“I’m delighted - I never win 
anything - until now that is!” 


SPORTING 
ICON COLIN 
MEETS HIS 
HEROES! 


REVIEW by PHILIP IRWIN 


THE former world 
record holder for 
the 110-metre hur¬ 
dles, Colin Jackson, 
has always had 
strong connections 
with the Vale and, 
as The GEM 

reported recently, 
he has just written 
his first book on 
athletics. 

It was launched last 
Friday in Cowbridge, 
and profits from the ven¬ 
ture are going to the 
‘Moses Project’ - an 
educational project link¬ 
ing Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg in 

Cowbridge with a Masai 
community in Kenya. 

Now, some charity 
books are thrown togeth¬ 
er in a hurry, and can be 
pretty slim volumes, so 
the most important thing 
to get across is that this 
book, entitled My 
Sporting Icons, is a sub¬ 
stantial piece of work, 
featuring thorough inter¬ 
views with 12 great 
sporting figures - all 
athletes. 

Sports fans, particu¬ 
larly those interested in 
the psychology of com¬ 
petition, will find plenty 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 



TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 


r 


WALES' No. 1 
MEAT SUPERSTORE! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 
Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 



THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL OFFER 

TURKEY CROWNS 



While Stocks Last! 


(ALL OFFERS SUBJECTTOAVAILABILITY- WHILE STOCKS LAST!) 


New Discount Grocery Section - Lots of £1 lines on Biscuits, Christmas Nuts 
& Snacks, Crisps, Squash and Pop, Household, Pet Foods, Plus Much more! 



HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav to ^ 

CF63 2XAK 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday to Saturday 7.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 9.00am - 2.00pm 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 


to ponder, not least 
because Colin Jackson 
has an analytical mind 
and he wants to compare 
his own thought process¬ 
es under pressure with 
others who were at the 
top of their game. 

Among the 12 are 
David Hemery, Fatima 
Whitbread, Don Quarrie, 
Daley Thompson, Kriss 
Akabusi (it’s hard to 
stop him talking!) and 
Oscar Pastorius, and all 
have plenty to say. 

Every conversation 
brings up something 
unexpected. He and 
Sally Gunnell compare 
the various injuries that 
they picked up, and I 
was certainly unaware 
that Jackson had needed 
seven knee operations 
during his career - and 
they worry about rugby 
players getting injured at 
the moment! 

The book launch was 
in Oscars in Cowbridge, 
and when I arrived, 
Colin Jackson was 
nowhere to be seen. 

It turned out that he 
had been hijacked by 
Strictly Come Dancing 
fans, asking for his 
thoughts on who would 
win this year. 

For the record, he was 
undecided, but correctly 
predicted that Gavin 
Henson had gone as far 
as he could. 

He still looks disgust¬ 
ingly fit and, when I 
asked if any of his sport¬ 
ing icons had ‘gone to 



School 

choir 

sings 

BRAINTac 
anrhydedd oedd der- 
byn gwahoddiad o 
swyddogion Ysbyty 
Barri i ganu TrAelod 
y Cynulliad Jane 
Hutt ar yr 13 
Rhagfyr. Roedd Mrs 
Hutt, y gweinidog 
dros lechyd a 
Gwasanaethau 
Cymdeithasol 
Cynulliad Cymru, yn 
ymweld dTysbyty aH 
chleifion. Diolchodd 
Mrs Hutt, Vr plant 
am eu canu swynol 

It was with great 
pleasure that the choir 
from Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Baruc accepted the 
request from officials in 
Barry Hospital to sing 
for the Assembly 
Minister Jane Hutt on 
Monday, December 13. 

Mrs Hutt, the 
Minister for Education, 
Children and Young 
People at the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
was visiting the hospital 
and patients. She com¬ 
mented on the chil¬ 
dren ’s excellent singing 


Colin Jackson, pictured at his book launch with some of his 
Cowbridge fans! (Photograph by Aliye Mullen). 


seed’ he thought long 
and hard and said 
“none”. 

Apparently, David 
Hemery and Don 
Quarrie still weigh the 
same as when they were 
in their prime, while 
Fatima Whitbread has 
shed all the muscle that 
she needed for javelin 
throwing. 

Many of them are still 
competing - Steve 
Backley on rowing 
machines, and Sally 
Gunnell over 10k races. 

Whether you are an 
aspiring athlete or an 
armchair sports fan, you 
will find things to sur¬ 
prise or enlighten you.. 

A good cause - and a 
good Christmas read! 

My Sporting Icons is 
published by Red Shoes 
Productions Ltd and is 
on sale at local book¬ 
shops and is due to be 
listed by Amazon. 


Island access: call 
for risk assessment 


AS you reported, 
the road to Barry 
Island was closed 
for several hours on 
Saturday, 

November 20 and 
again on Thursday, 
December 2. 

I was travelling by 
bus on December 2, and 
the passengers were set 
down by the Ship Hotel. 

This was an incon¬ 
venience to me and the 
other passengers, as we 
had to walk across to the 
Island in cold, falling 
snow - but I realise that 
Cardiff Bus were doing 
their best to keep a serv¬ 
ice running. 

As we walked by the 
accident site, all the 
emergency services were 
hard at work doing a dif¬ 


ficult job in very upset¬ 
ting circumstances. 

My understanding is 
that when the gates were 
placed on Battery Hill, 
the Island residents were 
promised by ABP that in 
an emergency, these 
gates would be opened 
to provide access. 

I believe there should 
be a risk assessment, led 
by the Vale Council, 
who should invite repre¬ 
sentatives of Island resi¬ 
dents and traders, the 
emergency services, 
Cardiff Bus and APB to 
look at ways of reducing 
the risks and inconven¬ 
ience caused to Island 
residents, traders and 
visitors in similar situa¬ 
tions. 

Bob Bowyer, 

Barry Island 


——— nueic SHOP 
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Elttfrit (fidjSm .'iiL frum Guitar tfXPedals 
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267 Holton Road, Barry 
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Auction helps 
out the YFC! 



I PHOTOGRAPH by HEATHER MARCH | 

WICK Young Farmers Club’s coffers 
were boosted by an auction held at 
Colwinston Hall. 

Amid much hilarity, auctioneer Hopkin 
Joseph of Watts and Morgan sold items kindly 
donated by sponsors. Club chairman Howy 
Evans had a busy evening acting as porter. 


Police ‘Operation 
Blitzen’ aims to 
make town safer 


‘OPERATION 
BLITZEN’ saw the 
start of a Christmas 
campaign for a 
safer Bridgend by 
South Wales Police. 

A spokesman reported 
that it has already proved 
to be effective with four 
people arrested in its first 
few days. 

Among these was a 
36-year-old man from the 
Bridgend area who was 
arrested on suspicion of 
the theft of a purse with¬ 
in minutes of the offence 
being committed. 

A 25-year-old man 
from Porthcawl and a 27- 
year-old woman from 
Bridgend were both 
arrested on suspicion of 
the theft of a charity col¬ 
lection box - again with¬ 
in a short time of the 
offence being committed. 

“The aim of the cam¬ 
paign in Bridgend town 
centre is to provide reas¬ 
surance and a friendly 
face for all those who are 


visiting the town centre 
during the day time, 
whether shopping, work¬ 
ing or going out for a cel¬ 
ebratory lunch. 

“Neighbourhood 
Police Officers will be 
carrying out high visibil¬ 
ity foot patrols in the 
main shopping areas in 
order to increase public 
reassurance, provide 
added support to retailers 
and to deter potential 
offenders,” he said. 

Bridgend 
Neighbourhood Police 
Sergeant Chris Truscott, 
said: “I want to reassure 
everyone who visits 
Bridgend in the build up 
to Christmas - whether 
they are a visitor, shopper 
or a trader - that we will 
be aiming to ensure that 
the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team is visible 
and on patrol at times 
when they will be most 
effective and when they 
are most needed.” 


[SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS| 

Christmas carols 
and a testing 
Eggheads quiz! 


SoutherndownWI 
members met on a 
cold, icy night for 
the last meeting of 
2010, when num¬ 
bers were small but 
the hall was warm 
and welcoming! 

President Rhiannon 
Gaen greeted everyone 
and kept business to a 
minimum, before she 
presented members with 
a quiz, which included 
questions from the TV 
show Eggheads. 

Southemdown may 
not have excelled but it 
did pass with credit. 
Health and safety rules 
were brought to atten¬ 
tion, courtesy of a mod¬ 
em interpretation of 
Christmas carols. 

A lucky dip exchange 
of presents took place 
and party fare was sup¬ 
plied by the committee 
- mulled wine was on 


offer! Thanks to all 
concerned. 

Before the close, the 
president read out the 
six resolutions for 2011 
(only one vote per indi¬ 
vidual). This appeared 
to give some members 
too much choice but 
after some recounts, a 
conclusion was reached. 

Did the coalition at 
Westminster have such 
problems a few hours 
earlier over student 
tuition fees? 

The New Year lunch 
will take place at 
Southemdown golf club 
on January 20. Next 
monthly meeting is on 
January 13, 2011, at 
7.15pm in St Brides 
Major church hall. 

No speaker is booked, 
so members are invited 
to speak for themselves! 

BM 


PLEA FOR NEW 
OWNERS AS 
CAT CRISIS 
HITS BRIDGEND 


THE GEM report¬ 
ed recently that the 
Cat Protection 
League cattery in 
Bryncethin was full 
with 215 cats in res¬ 
idence, and a wait¬ 
ing list of twice that 
many who will be 
taken in as and 
when space become 
available. 

Now, a small local 
animal charity has 
reported that it is also 
stmggling to cope with 
the number of cats it 
has. 

Maesteg Animal 
Welfare Society has two 
catteries which between 
them have 50 cats and 
kittens. In its last finan¬ 
cial year, the charity 
spent £38,000 looking 
after and rehoming hun¬ 
dreds of cats. At one 
time, it had as many as 
70 cats on its books. 

“We had cats up to 
our ears,” said co-ordi- 
nator Maureen Edwards. 
“We have had to cut 
back from that simply 
because of the expense. 

It was costing us £140 a 
day, seven days a week 
and the bills soon mount 
up, especially as we 
neuter all males and 
often have to pay for 
veterinary treatment for 
them as well.” 

The charity is appeal¬ 
ing for new owners to 
come forward to give 
homes to some of the 
cats it has. 

“All our cats are 
young, healthy adults,” 
she said. “We have them 
in all sizes and colours - 
a bit like that lady in the 
old BT adverts who 
wanted a new dress. 


There should be some¬ 
thing to suit everyone.” 

Mrs Edwards said that 
if people could not offer 
a home themselves, the 
charity would be grateful 
to accept sponsorship or 
donations towards the 
cost of keeping the cats. 

“If we can get a cat 
paid for, it means we can 
afford to take in another 
one. We still have a little 
space available, but our 
problem is having the 
necessary funding. 

“We also take in dogs 
for re-homing and help 
people with vets’ bills, 
so our resources are 
fully stretched.” 

In all, the charity 
spent £83,000 last year, 
including the overheads 
on its two shops in 
Maesteg and Nantymoel 
which raise almost all 
the money it needs to 
survive. The shops are 
manned entirely by vol¬ 
unteers and the society 
has no paid staff. 

Maureen added that 
the society was doing its 
best to plug the gap left 
by CPE which cannot 
cope with any more cats. 

“The situation is des¬ 
perate. This cold weather 
means that stray cats, 
who normally fend for 
themselves, are now try¬ 
ing to get homes by 
turning up on people’s 
doorsteps. 

“Sometimes, people 
will take them in and 
keep them but often they 
are unable to and that’s 
where we come in.” 

Anyone able to take 
one of the society’s cats 
or offer sponsorship 
should ring Jan on 
01656 721496. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


CONGRATULATIONS to Gavin 
Henson, our local boy, on reaching the 
semi-finals in Strictly Come Dancing and 
we now look forward to seeing him once 
again on the rugby field. Well done, 

Gav! 

ST BRIDES MAJOR Church in Wales Primary 
School held its Christmas concerts this past week. 

A very professional show it was, from the three 
classes of the school, and the costumes were 
superb. Parents and staff must have worked hard to 
achieve three successful evenings. 

FRIENDS of the Heritage Coast held their annual 
A-Z raffle at the centre on December 5. 

It was very successful, followed by mince pies 
and a much appreciated cup of coffee and tea on a 
cold afternoon. 

THE Poppy collection this year made a total of 
£673, a fine effort. Thank you to the organiser 
and all who gave so generously. 

THE Saturday morning ‘tea and chat’ held their 
annual lunch at the Eox and Hounds on December 
4, and lots of photographs were taken. 

The raffle of a lovely basket of Christmas good¬ 
ies was won by the oldest member of the party. Iris 
Lingern. 

FOR the first time for a number of years, a 
Christmas tree has been erected on Bull Hill, St 
Brides Major (near the monument). It is hoped 
(weather permitting), to sing carols around the tree, 
before going on to the Fox and Hounds for a hot 
curry. 

A HAPPY Christmas and peaceful New Year to 
the staff and readers of The GEM. 


Wick gets together to talk about 
the management of Monks Wood 


A VERY successful, 
productive and 
well-attended meet¬ 
ing of people inter¬ 
ested in Monks 
Wood 

was held on Friday, 
November 19, at 
the Sports Pavilion, 
Wick. 

It was held on the 
10th anniversary of the 
planting of Monks Wood 
by Wick villagers, and 
involved a representative 
from the Woodland 
Trust, who own and 
manage the wood. 

The meeting dis¬ 
cussed the future devel¬ 
opment and management 
of the Wood. 

It is possible that 
money might be avail¬ 


able to improve the pond 
to ensure that it holds 
water all year and 
attracts more wildlife. 

Wick School is inter¬ 
ested in the wood and 
educational resources 
may be available. Local 
villagers and other peo¬ 


ple are encouraged to 
plant trees in the wood. 

It may be possible for 
the road entrance to the 
wood to be made more 
disability-friendly. 

If you would like to be 
kept up to date with the 
development of the 


wood, please contact 
01656 890386. 

The meeting was part- 
funded by Wick 
Community Council and 
we are very grateful for 
their support. 

GEORGE 

JEFFERY 


Lottery cash goes to Parc 


PARC prison, Bridgend 
has been awarded 
£48,918 Lottery fund¬ 
ing to develop its 
‘Invisible Walls’ proj¬ 
ect, which works with 
offenders and their 
families to help prevent 
re-offending. 

The money will fund a 
development plan and 
voluntary, statutory and 


private sector partner¬ 
ships. The scheme 
includes advice about 
family debt, training and 
education, housing 
advice and support, 
employment and physi¬ 
cal health and fitness. 

John Rose, Acting 
Wales Director for BIG, 
explained: “On average, 
it costs £50,000 to keep a 
male offender for a year 


in a local prison and an 
estimated 60 per cent 
will go on to reoffend 
within a year of release. 

“The Parc pilot will 
see intensive support 
provided to prisoners and 
their families both inside 
prison and after release 
to help with resettlement 
and to curb the destruc¬ 
tive cycle of reoffend¬ 
ing.” 


Our Financial Planning Managers 
help you look after your money, 
so you can look after your family. 
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GIVING OUR WELSH 
DISABLED PEOPLE A 
VOICE WITH ‘WORDS’ 




Plaid AM Chris Franks with Mandy Glover 
of St Nicholas. 


Breakthrough 
group tours 
breast centre 
at Llandough 


DURING a celebra¬ 
tion of the interna¬ 
tional day of dis¬ 
abled people in the 
Senedd, Plaid AM 
Chris Franks, who 
gave a keynote 
speech, met Mandy 
Glover from St 
Nicholas. 

She was among a 
group of disabled people 
and campaigners from 
across Wales who took 
part in the celebration. 

Mr Franks said: “It 
was a privilege to help 
launch the ‘Words to 
Wales’ project on the 
International Day of 
Disabled People and 
during the first UK 
Disability History 
Month. 

“The ‘Words to 
Wales’ scheme is about 
disabled people writing 
about their lives and 
finding their voice. 

“I was particularly 
moved by a story from a 
woman about her hus¬ 


band’s severe stroke and 
its aftermath. As the 
Plaid member on the all 
party group on strokes in 
the Assembly and my 
own family experience 
of strokes, this is an 
important eye witness 
account of the difficulty 
faced by stroke sur¬ 
vivors and their families. 

“Everybody living in 
Wales will be given their 
voice on March 3, when 
we have a referendum 
on powers for Wales. In 
these challenging times 


it is important we remain 
as ambitious as the 
Words to Wales project.” 

After speeches and 
readings from disabled 
people,Plaid AM Chris 
Franks was questioned 
about ensuring better 
access to polling stations 
for disabled people. 

He has written to the 
Electoral Commission 
and the Assembly 
Commission for assur¬ 
ances to ensure better 
access so people can 
vote. 


PAM ALLINSON 
and Rene Gannon, 
from the breast can¬ 
cer campaigning 
group. 

Breakthrough, and 
the Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, were recently 
given a tour of the 
new breast centre 
for Cardiff and Vale, 
at University 
Hospital Llandough, 
by consultants Mr 
Sumit Goyal and Dr 
Philippa Young. 

Afterwards, the AM 
commented: “With a 
wide range of brand 
new facilities and 
state-of-the-art new 
equipment, the breast 
centre at Llandough is 
a centre of excellence 
for Wales, meeting the 
needs of patients with 
personalised care, 
treatment and care 


from the dedicated 
team of doctors and 
nurses. 

“I was so impressed 
with the investment, 
commitment and high¬ 
ly skilled staff who are 
delivering a first class 
service with ambitions 
for further develop¬ 
ments which are all 
commendable.” 

Free 

breast 

screening 

test 

MORE than 6,000 
women will be 
offered a free, 
potentially life-sav¬ 
ing screening test, 
when Breast Test 
Wales brings its 
mobile screening 
unit to the area in 
January. 

Sited at the Memorial 
Hall, Barry, the unit will 
offer free, high-quality 
breast screening by invi¬ 
tation only, to women 
aged 50 and above who 
are registered with local 
GP surgeries. 

All women aged 
between 50 and 70 
should automatically 
receive a postal invita¬ 
tion over the next few 
months if they are regis¬ 
tered with the following 
GP surgeries: The Vale 
Family Practice, 
Ravenscourt Surgery, 
and West Quay Medical 
Centre. 

Women over 70 will 
not receive an automatic 
invitation, but can be 
screened on request by 
telephoning Breast Test 
Wales on 029 2039 7222 
to make an appointment. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about breast 
screening, visit the 
Breast Test Wales web¬ 
site at: www.screen- 
ingservices. org. uk/btw 


ABOVE: Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan Coun Colin Osborne and his wife Ruby 
with representatives from the Vale of Glamorgan Referees’ Society. 

Vale referees honoured 
with town hall reception 

THE Vale Mayor and Mayoress, Coun Colin society’s offer to be a patron of the society for 
Osborne and his wife Ruby, hosted a reception the current year. 

at the Town Hall for members of the Vale of For more information on the referees’ socie- 
Glamorgan Referees’ Society. ty, visit their website at 

The mayor said he was pleased to accept the www.footballreferee.org/webA^oGRS. 
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I NEWS FROM FONMON APIARY~~| 

The bees are nicely 
tucked in for winter! 


WINTER is most 
definitely here, and 
the bees that were 
removed last month 
from the drain 
(Penarth) are now 
ensconced in 

Dyffryn Apiary 
which will hopefully 
see them survive the 
winter. 

As for the bees, which 
had set up home in a 
large beech tree (St 
Mellons area) try as we 
might, their removal 
proved to be too difficult; 
much of the tree was hol¬ 
low, hence the contrac¬ 
tors being called in to 
deal with it and our 
efforts were all in vain. 

To allow the contrac¬ 
tors to get on with their 
task, it was decided (by 
me) to kill the bees. This 
was achieved by soaking 
a hessian sack in petrol, 
putting it into the space 
occupied by the bees and 
sealing it with towels, 
and we then left the con¬ 
tractors to get on with the 
tree removal. 

A useful tool to have 
here would have been a 
Bee-Vac. I do not possess 
such an item, but I do 
intend to make one for 
such occasions in the 
future. 

In essence, it is a 
domestic Hoover 

attached to a collecting 
box and this can gently 
assist to remove bees 
from such awkward areas 
(more on this at a later 
date). 

This cold spell is just 
what we required to 
allow for the movement 
of two hives from a fruit 


Ty Hafan 
winners 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D648. 

• £2,000: 741014. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £7,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £ 10 : 133107 , 

529220, 549863, 657854, 
823860, 167441, 276239, 
356224, 607626, 265583, 
221699, 141690, 655349, 
808568, 354499, 210259, 
208559, 440631, 

432206,111097. 

• £5: 470647, 371802, 
710232, 745831, 574697, 
554850, 321233, 458744, 
118284, 562335, 417628, 
594449, 855631, 316947, 
859828, 415866, 859723, 
291735, 667811, 663263, 
265277, 140724, 850672, 
803991, 365001, 146309, 
330651, 385143, 556759, 
531022, 184678, 182152, 
305063, 495123, 781503, 
853078, 136555, 593373, 
524816, 435868, 381440, 
724245, 536072, 372595, 
510276, 476062, 723828, 
180485, 370698, 560365, 
729230, 641077, 895244, 
341508, 226222, 416104, 
136738, 209819, 469743, 
132549. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


farm site to the apiary at 
St Fagans, using straps to 
contain the hive and floor 
as one unit. The hives 
were loaded into the car 
in the late afternoon 
(3.30pm) then transport¬ 
ed, not without incident 
to their destination. 

Having to negotiate 
roads with ‘sleeping 
policemen’ set in them, 
one of the hives moved 
just a little, but enough to 
allow some bees to 
emerge and gather on the 
rear window of the car - 
they were clustered on 
the hive by the time we 
reached our goal so mov¬ 
ing them was not too 
complicated. 

Being late afternoon 
and very cold certainly 
helped here. There are 
now four viable hives on 
site at St Fagans. 

Several hives at each 
of the apiaries have mite 
trays inserted under their 
floors and on examina¬ 
tion of the debris that 
they will eventually con¬ 
tain, some idea of the 
welfare of the inhabitants 
can be gained; plus dead 
mites will be found and a 
strategy for their future 
control can be put into 
effect. 

Now that work on the 
apiary hives has slack¬ 
ened, preparation for 
next year is well under 
way. All queen excluders 
have been cleaned, 
smoker is clean, supers 
with frames (drawn) 
have been treated with 


acetic acid and aired, 
frames sorted and some 
disposed of, while many 
have been gone over with 
a blow-torch which will 
sort out any trace of 
Wax-Moths. 

More equipment will 
have to be purchased as I 
now have nine hives on 
site at Fonmon, thanks to 
the swarms taken this 
year. 

All in all, the bees 
have fared much better 
this year; the variable 
weather kept the honey 
crop down but at least 
some was obtained. 

As ever, the Varroa 
mite is still with us and 
will be for some time yet. 
In the latter part of 
January next year there is 
to be a symposium at 
Worcester University, 
where the Varroa and its 
effect upon the bee popu¬ 
lation throughout the 
world and, of course, its 
treatment, will be dis¬ 
cussed by those that are 
carrying out various 
research programmes. 

I will be attending this 
gathering and hope to 
improve my knowledge 
and future control strate¬ 
gy for this major parasite. 

So Barbara and I will 
be looking after bees at 
Fonmon, St Fagans, 
Dyffryn Gardens and, of 
course, helping out those 
who wish to start bee¬ 
keeping. 

HAROLD WILLIAMS 


TUDOR LANDS 
ROYAL WINNER 

COWBRIDGE’S James Tudor rode his 
first winner of the 2010/11 point-to-point 
season when scoring on Alan Hill’s Start 
Royal in the men’s open race at the 
Cambridge University United Hunts 
meeting at Cottenham on Sunday. 

Start Royal, owned and trained by Alan Hill, was 
well backed at 5-4 in a field of just five runners. 

Red Watch, a nine-year-old brown gelding owned 
and trained by Luke Price, and qualified with the 
Taf Fechan Hunt, took the restricted race at the 
Cornwall Hunt Club meeting at Wadebridge under 
Wales’s Jodie Hughes. 

Red Watch went off the 9-4 favourite. 


BRIAN LEE 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 

• Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 
allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 
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Ali Pirn^RFS ARH KiR IIillSTRATKINAl PIIRFUSF-SONIY. Ali MTAIN ARF PRFPARFI)Rl APY RlRCiXlklNr. 


\TSn mco BRANCHl:^ AT TKi FOLLUNVINU LUCAIIONS 

LLAXTWIl XlAKJR / COW MclDi.F NiJRTH tllHlNiXLY . SaRN f TAlBAiClFi • lALm>T i.RliF.N / BaYNIIItlCJN aJ^FiUL' 


HI I < 1 -w f»IM rv l« N rv^KttlH 19 l«i> 

IXJ«KTWTTMA|il» 

<r«l IX/ 


(01446) 792286 




ir 






••MAE. 




AW 




WOiBUtt 




HM/HASS EMLf MINK SV 


LioaMM mojs 


EMU lUNK flilliC MaLOTOHNiOiniiriUBlWIS iVniBCMin 
EIJMUOU0tiin(CNyAiO«UA(CMENM 


E&JOIIO \NUBi9 


SUCCUIFNT TOPSIDF 


«EtF lOIN 1. 


WELSH RIB OF BEEF. 

A HANDPREPARfD. MATTREOON THf 

baynf »:ca:iENT and rr >i in 

FI.AVtXrR. THIS TFNDF.R RIB OF HFF.I 
Will SLTT ANY* CXICASION. 

BLEADY IX><_XX 3 K. 


ONLY 

£ 9.99 


TURKEY. DUCK ^ CHICKEN ‘ - 

BALLOllNE. 

•.S f ASy TOC Alivt SlKXrUlEST lOPiT wrfM 
: ATria^o# ti’Ilxty w tx akh f i ik:kin | 

WBACfixiAiMX'M) am:av:>nai xnaitNCiTii -- 

SX'ITE VOOA f.xMlUI:S TAS Hi f IMiTlFl J WIFH A fX ^9 ' 
I AYTROf IICHTIY sMl»KFT» TTRIFS Of Ru OS J 

MAMP PR^rAtFP RY WR IK XTOIF RirpfTMn Wgj 
NrUVTXf-irriWClKN RIAnrTIlflKaK 

vw £45.00 1 flE 

£39.99 r 


FRESH CHICKEN BREAST 
PARCELS. 

MAUI 111 I hi maim ri.Ml|« iikia%i mi AI, 

WLAlVIhlN AMdl H WAT KINI.I KtHM Y 

^XKlRIT RV:nV VARimiN INaiTlK 

OUAM O mst Ftl UNO I OARl K AND 

HFRB CIIAM CH» 5 £ / FlYTIVF CRANBFRRl ^■K 

nirfFING. __ 


A raiXUl M CUT OF WiaiiH BF.KF. MATURFD 
IKFN in: BONED TO AID THAI LAST lO 
AtVF. AND MFIT IN THF XinifTH 
TEXTLRt 


£9.99, 


Mis 


£ 6.99 


PREPARED TURKEY CROWN. 

A Ml 1 TIN IMF KRil.TH IRFMII Y HU 
R«ED TX^RKFY BRF.AST c:iOWN. 
HFAUllFLOlY WIUTPKI) IN LH.^TU 
RAXDK ACXUMFANltDHY 
SLXICUUXr MINI S.%IL 7 S.\CU FINISHED 
WITH A VARirTYOFSnil HNlMn'i;.'f'^ 
YXXJR FAMILIFN FASTES RLADT TO COOK 

ONLY 


«■>!«■»«• iaa2ii 




£ 6.99 


pet. k^ “KT 


DRIED c:i:rkd premium 

G.AMMON lOINT 

A IRIW MORSIMTUE GAMMON M.TlRfD TO 
AID ITS WFTT AND ICICT TTXTtltF 




ONLY 


£ 7.99 


WAS P«r' kf 


£ 4.39 


(1^ 

:iv 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Choir and band join in the 
festive spirit at annual concert 


THE Barry Male 
Voice Choir and 
RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band, 
together with a 
large and enthusi¬ 
astic congregation, 
provided a fitting 
welcome to the spir¬ 
it of Christmas at 
the choir’s annual 
Christmas concert 
held at St Mary’s 
Church, Barry, on 
December 4. 

Invited guests includ¬ 
ed Jane Hutt AM, Alun 
Cairns MP, Mr and Mrs 
Colin Osborne, the 
Mayor and Mayoress of 
the Vale and Mr Karl 
Kuhnell, Mayor of Barry 
with his consort, Mrs 
Meryl Kuhnell. 

This year’s fundrais¬ 
ing concert was in aid of 



Barnardo’s Cymru, 
whose representative. Iris 
Williams, gave a moving 
account of the vital sup¬ 
port still needed by many 
young people in the com¬ 
munity whose lives and 
opportunities were very 
limited. 

The RAF Voluntary 


Band, conducted by Alan 
Bourne, provided a var¬ 
ied high quality recital, 
which was enjoyed 
immensely by all. 

The Barry Male Voice 
Choir, inspired by musi¬ 
cal director Dorothy 
Connell, and accompa¬ 
nied by the talented 



St llltud’s, Llantwit Major 

16.00pm 

Crib Service 

St James, Wick 

18.00pm 

Christingle Service 

St llitud’s, Llantwit Major 

18.30pm 

Ecumenical Carols 

St llltud’s, Llantwit Major 

23.15pm 

Midnight Eucharist 

St Cattwg, Llanmaes 

23.30pm 

Midnight Eucharist 

St Mary, Monknash 

23.30pm 

Midnight Eucharist 

St Tathan, St Athan 

:hristmas day 

23.30pm 

Midnight Eucharist 

St llltud’s, Llantwit Major 

8.15am 

Eucharist 

St Giles, Gileston 

8.30am 

Eucharist 

^ St Donat 

9.30am 

Eucharist ^ 

Holy Trinity, Marcross 

9.30am 

Eucharist 

St Michael, Llanmihangel 

10.00am 

Communion 

Eucharist 

St James, Wick 

10.30am 


ABOVE: Barry Male Voice Choir. 


Emma Arscott, per- Monday, December 20, 
formed with feeling and they will be singing with 
control. the audience at 

As well as traditional Wetherspoon’s Sir 
carols and more modern Samuel Romilly. 
songs, the band and choir The choir will restart 
combined in a memo- practice on Thursday, 
rable emotional rendi- January 6, at Holy Trinity 
tion of ‘Benedictus’ Church Hall Trinity 
from the Armed Man, a Street, Barry, where any- 
mass for peace composed one interested in joining 
by Carl Jenkins. will be made very wel- 

The choir continue come, 
their fundraising in the Practices are held on 
community with a full Mondays and Thursdays 
programme of concerts at 7.30pm. 
before Christmas. On RK 


Porthceri fayre 

THE Porthceri Centre rounds off the year 
with a Christmas fayre this Saturday 
(December 18) at 2pm, which will be 
opened by ‘local boy’ Peter Karrie. 

There will be plenty of opportunities to buy last- 
minute stocking fillers, relax with a tea, coffee and 
homemade cakes, and enjoy the exhibitions provid¬ 
ed by Baruc Art Group and Positive Image 
Photographic Society. 

Photography experts from PIPS will also be giv¬ 
ing demonstrations throughout the afternoon of dig¬ 
ital techniques you can easily do at home with your 
own photos. 

To add to what promises to be an afternoon with a 
real buzz, well-known local belly dance group, the 
Desert Divas, will also be displaying their hypnotic 
skills. 

The Porthceri Centre will look particularly festive 
against the backdrop of the Victorian street scene, 
which was used for the recent smash hit Pukka show 
Little Match Girl. 


Voluntary band in full 
swing for Christmas 


AFTER performances in St 
Athan, Bridgend, Wick, 
Penarth, Llantwit Major, 
Barry and Cowbridge, RAF St 
Athan Voluntary Band are in 
full swing as they head 
towards Saturday’s Family 
Christmas concert at Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive School 
Hall at 2.30pm. 

Joining the band will be Wendy 
Kupinsky (soprano), Alison Jones 
(flute) and Sian Pickett (narrator). 
There’ll be carols, readings, instru¬ 
mental pieces, sing-a-long items as 
well as the best of the band’s extensive 
Christmas repertoire. 

Tickets are £5 (under-14s admitted 


free) and available from Chris Davies 
Estate Agent, Llantwit Major, or tele¬ 
phone 01446 798527. 

The band will also be performing at 
St Tathan Church tomorrow (Eriday, 
December 17) at 7.30pm and at the 
Eour Bells, St Athan this Sunday, from 
8pm. 

The Youth Band will be supporting 
carol singing at the Gathering Place on 
Monday, December 20, at 6pm. 
Everyone is very welcome at all these 
events. 

“RAE St Athan Voluntary Band 
would like to thank all who supported 
their Christmas events, and would like 
to wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and health, success and 
happiness for 2011,” said director 
Alan Bourne. 


WHAT’S ON - in brief 


Rotary sleigh 

SANTA and his helpers 
join the Dinas Powys 
Rotary Club this week¬ 
end. 

December 17; 6pm- 
7.30pm, Southra 
Sunnycroft. 

December 18; 4pm- 
6.30pm, March Valley 
View. 

December 19; 4pm- 
6.30pm, Eastbrook 
Millbrook Heights. 

December 20; 6pm- 
7.30pm, Sully. 

Christingle 
at St Paul’s 

A CHRISTINGLE 
service, this Sunday 


Lucky 

winners! 

THERE were four 
lucky winners of The 
gem’s competition 
run on December 2 
with Skin Studio of 
Penarth. 

The winners, who 
each win a £50 vouch¬ 
er to spend in the stu¬ 
dio, are: Mrs P 
Williams of Bridgend; 
Mrs SB Mace of 
Llanbethery; Ceri 
James of Barry; and 
Vera Morgans of 
Penarth. 



Who's looking 
after the * 
animals this 
Christmas? 

Tel: 01446 772171 
Mob: 0787 259 7293 

Annie's Pampered Pets 
Luxury Dog Hotel and Petsitting Service 

has last minute vacancies for the festive season. 

First come first served for our canine guests 

Cat Visiting Still Available 

Why not give us a ring to discuss your needs? 

A fully licenced, CRB checked and insured service 

Now stocking quali^ British-made dog coats 

and accessories at online prices ^ 

• 

wHCft c^'- - ' 


Annie's Pampered Pets 

8 Downs View, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 

email: anne@anniespamperedpets.co.uk 
www.anniespamperedpets.co.uk 


7HF 

★ 





winning Pub on the F*’" 

Celebrate New Year 2011 with us... 

FREE DISCO 

Dinner Restaurant, normal menu 

Restaurant and bar meals served untU 8.30pm 

(Booking essential) 

Always a popular choice - Relax with us soon... 

Call 01656 880224 
Wick Road, St Brides Major, CF32 OSE 


(December 19) at 4pm, 
for families and chil¬ 
dren, heralds the com¬ 
ing of Christmas at the 
Barry church of St 
Paul’s. 

The collection taken 
at the service will sup¬ 
port Welsh children in 
poor circumstances. 

Introduced by the 
Children’s Society 30 
years ago, Christingle is 
now a popular family 
event. 

Each child receives 
an orange, representing 
the world, four cocktail 
sticks containing fruits 
and sweets for the four 
seasons, and a lighted 
candle, symbolising 
Jesus as the light of the 
world. 

The traditional serv¬ 
ice of carols, midnight 
Mass and blessing of the 
Christmas crib is at 
11pm on Christmas Eve. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing, there will be carols, 
a procession and sung 
Mass at 10am. Everyone 
welcome. 


Candlelit 
concert in 
Ewenny 

T HE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Ensemble will be 
performing their 
annual Christmas 
concert by candle¬ 
light at the Priory 
Church, Ewenny 
tomorrow (Friday, 
December 17). 

Music will include the 
Corelli Christmas 
Concerto and two pieces 
by Vivaldi, the Cello 
Concerto in A Minor 
with soloist Nicola 
Thomas, formerly of the 
London Mozart Players, 
and the Eour Seasons, 
with WNO violinist and 
Ensemble leader Donald 
McNaught directing. 

The concert starts at 
7.30pm and tickets, 
including mulled wine 
and mince pies, are 
available at the door, or 
call 01656 664105. 


VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS 


BRYNGARW 
Country Park, has a 
hectic festive diary 
with Father 

Christmas, story¬ 
telling, live music 
and Christmas car¬ 
ols. 

On December 18-19 
from 10am-5pm, there is 
a selection of Victorian 
fairground rides, gift and 
craft stalls, a carousel, 
swing boats, coconut shy, 
traditional hot chestnuts, 
mulled wine, live music 
from Solid Brass, barrel 
organ and mince pies. 
There will also be a spe¬ 
cial visit from Lather 
Christmas from 12pm- 
2pm. 


Actors in Victorian 
costumes will tell the 
story of a Victorian 
Christmas; playing dif¬ 
ferent characters, from a 
servant to the lady of the 
house, as they prepare for 
the festive season. 

Admission and car 
parking is free, there will 
be a charge for rides and 
stall items. Eor further 
details call 01656 
725155 or email: bryn- 
garwpark@bridgend.gov 
.uk 

On December 21, 
enjoy outdoor traditional 
Christmas carols on the 
lawn in front of 
Bryngarw House at 8pm, 
accompanied by Solid 
Brass. Eree admission 
and car parking. 


neff^djfion 

FESTIVE LUNCH/DINNER - 3 Courses £9.50/£12.50 
NEW YEAR’S EVE - Reservations 
SUNDAY LUNCH from £5.95: 12 noon-4pm 

01446 781208 
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GyrfaCymru 
Careers Wales 




Cardiff and Vale 


Developing people through lifelong career planning 


Looking for advice on learning and careers? 
We can help, whatever your age or situation 

CorMr( Wlotos Cardiff and Vbl« is rftspons4d» for tha dQUwQfy at. 

• Tin; sUittituf> Cufws Senrttif OtoUlh OudcrKc S«fvsjnJ YbUH 
Gotevyoy arid Cduoatior Gateway 

• CofCfcM ond VoUf Educoroo Bjsf'iKS f\jnnefsNp lEBTi 

• AdLit Giiidar«ce ScnicK 

• Th4)lf%YnioQaadCai«HvsAilvr<kh«>^lnpir\l^d<N 


Careers Wales 


Here to help you! 

Work taster scheme helps Careers advice leads to 
employers recruit new business 


a«f Tcny )e«4ns#eftl «ith Kcd and Oin^ Dredge oi Chef'sKlictien 

fcikNktvg tlwit wofii totlev pkntnenls 


Donna Ovenstone, a wortvig rnimi 
of four, contoctod Canon WdiM 
lost year to dbeuss o change of 
career. FolowWig a disoission wtth 
infor motion ossbtonc Jbdilh Elliott 
• Buitchcr and an Interview with 
coretff advber Gill Evontv Donno 
successfully opplied for the 
HND courso in Beauty and Spo 
Manogefnent oit Coieg Morgannwg 
M Pontypridd 

Donna is now In her second year of the 
coirse ofter posslng the fWsl yeor with 
ftyeig cdotrs. She has oiso recently 
stceted her own beouty business coled 
ICordia Beauty ot X-Cdl Hair Gimpony 
in Morgorwcown. Cordiff, 

Donna «ald: *rd llhe to thonli Judith 
ond Gill for the help they gove me. 
Without thiir odvice rnine of this 
would hove hopperwd * 


Improvements to oiM scrvtces 

• During 2010 we refurtiOhed our 
Coreers Cer^tre Ot S3 Chortes Street 
Cordff to priMlde more interdewing 
spoce and improve the reception 
oreo for customers, 

• Vif 0 hove re^Kgonhed our teomst^ 
ensure a more coordmotod system 
ior customers occesaing our services. 

• we ore cofTtmuing to develop 
Q nnultl-ogency approach to 
SLpporting young people not 
m educotiofv employmeni or 
framing by hosting a mental heolth 
servlcss worter from the Nedth 
Service, counselors horn Action 
for Chidfen. housing officers horn 
Housing Options <C^lff Councl 
ond Housl^ Asaocloboml end 

a member of staff from Cordff 
GMjnai Social Care Services at our 
WHAh Gotewoy Centre in Cardiff. 



An milioithe developed by Coreers 
Woles Cardiff ond >^Ae fes heipwig 
empAoyea rocndl young people not 
In educotJon, employment or troinlrvg. 
The Wodi Toster Scheme provides 
evnploycf s with the opporturwty to 
ossess o condhdote't suttoblBly over 
Q two week period before committing 
to a full time controct. 

Employment oihiser, Adrion Cole, 
explolnedc *Tlie Work Taster Scheme 
enables yourvg people to prove theb 
potentiol to employers, tt also ghee 
evnptoyevs lime to decide whether o 
person is suited to the Job on offer. 
During the piocement the yourvg 
person Is pold on oBowonce from 
Coreers Woles Cordiff orvd Vole.* 

Wbm tosters proved o groat success 
for Ken Cash and Domel Dredge, both 
of Cardiff, who secieed hJ time Jobs 


with Chef *s SofHhvicK o company sup- 
plyiivg sandwiches^ wrqps and sedods to 
ixoi coffee shops, bors orxl restourerds 

Ken and Oonlol hod both found It 
difficult to Bnd wort and turned to 
Coreers Wales for help. After two week 
piocements oi Chef’s Sandwich they 
were both offered ful time employment 

Chef Tony lenkins^ owner of the 
iMisInesSi sold: *Kerl and Daniel were 
oble to dermmstfote their viterest 
ond commitment to the company 
durirvg the work taster orvd we were 
very pleased to offer them employ^ 
men! The Work Toster Scheme is on 
CBcdlervt woy for youtvg people to find 
out whether o Job fulls them ond for 
employers to ftfi vocorKies which 
boconve ovolkibie ** 


Check out out webSite w«w coreevswolescom 

tf you man to toU to on ochlser you con roll ote natonal Learning and 
Ocrem Advice ndpiifie O0CO 900 1 CO <rf cdlrK] from a mobile please 
tdephene 029 20906^01) 

If you were to speok to on odiftser face to face you can drop in or phone 
to moU? on oppcvicmem or one of our centres 

Careers Centre S3 Charles Street, Conaff Cf 10 2GD 
Tel 029 20906700 


Careers Centre A9 HiTiron Hood Borry CThl AHf 
Td;D1A46A10600 


Vounq people in M bme education an crionge to see Iher coreers ochtse* 
ot their school or colcge. 


Careers 

Advice 


If you mmt to loh Hr on wfosev ycMCon col our notKvwl 
Ltominf and Coretrs Advtot hdpllne 0000100 900 
Of coilng fiwv o rvoble phose tebjeme 029 2090 6B01) 


HI® 


100 
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(Vp4k ftem ^ Gitfiart'• KC Schoei CoiMT Aad out rm« canMuctten ct CoiiH Bof 

All aboard for a lesson with a difference 


Noorty MO Vmt 6 puplU from locoi prlinary 
schools rrantty tooli lime out to fWid out 
more about the regcncfotion of Girdlff Boy. 

Coof^noted by the EBP, the puptb er^poyed 
a gMded tour on the >IVtiter Bus to view the 
Boffoge (md the t>uildir>gs. old ood new. 
around the Boy. Durng the thp the pupis were 
ghen q preserttotion. induBog contrB^utcns 
by represenahm from load consiructnn 
en^noonrg comfxmiM including Dioon and 
Dybcdl BAM Nut^l Cortlon Owil Engneermg. 

Communlaitlctftv AIjn Cctffilh& 


CantKsctois Ltdl Bntanmo Construction ltd. 
Roymood Brown and Wblters mc Ud. The 
pi 4 ils oho cofnpiete work sheet s during the 
tour crid their teochefs build on whot they 
hove leomt iMth firther octmbes bock ti the 
dcmoom 

The positive impact of this activity Is 
evidenced from teochen' comments mdudingc 
**it opened the eyes of pupAs. especcAly grts, 
to the pofisiDillty of working in the construction 
indusitry'' ond ‘good soence mo te ncAs fcrk lor 
theckissroom.** 


Redundancy offers new opportunity 

Bedundoncy for gas service engineer 


Dovid Fulton provided him wKh the 
opportunity to ochieve his goal of scttirvg 
Up hh own business. 

Novng previouily warled n the secunty 
industry. Dovid sow a gctp in the morM ond the 
Idea of Glamorgan Guard Dogs woo bom. OovKi 
had hoard about BoAct funding, o scheme «eC 
up by the WHKh Asfientiiy Gcvemmeni to hHp 
retfoin rvkuiijDis who ore newly rwdFKkint 
(ixl he contocted CoreefS Woies ice hdp. 


Comers cxhtser Wiliam McCarthy Informed 
Nm of Q course ovoAoble with R ond 5 Troning 
in Wehhpcxil m general purpose aeojity dog 
handing. Heako recehod informcticin ohout 
be c omin g self employed. 

OcNk6 sold; ‘Following the troinlng I wo§ oble 
to set Mp rrgr own business and so for ft’s going 
very vvel We hove undortcBen secunty work ot 
vorkMJS events induding the Boyoi Show 
end the Ryder Ctp Tve also recently agreed a 
oontioct with Q hoiiooe compony * 


AMs visit Careers Woles 


local Assembly Members from ol partlee 
were recently invited to the Careers Centres 
In Cordiff and Bony to update their 
knowledge about the role of Coreers Wede s 
m helping young people and odults achieve 
the4r pote*^ 

fane Hutt, AM for the Vde o# Glamorgan ond 
Mooter ior Budget ond Bueinen. visited the 
Comers Centre and Ttouth Gateway Centre In 
Bony Writing m theOtamorgon Gem ihe sold; 
*1 wcB prwfeged to meet some of the young 


people who were now enjoying steody 
employment or succeeding n college. They 
were mot Mitfd and they sod the one to one 
support they received at the Ooteway wQS 
pwotal m mating the breakthrough In their Ives. 

*1 cdso met a group of ockits iMx) had been 
mode redindant wth the impoct of the 
recesskKi ol U )0 deck. They were ol moling 
their way Into new coreers and jetn and were 
higfily complTTientory obout the ehpoa of 
Careers Wedes engagemenl* 


Careers Wales Cardiff and Vale wins awards 


For the second year rumng Coreers Wales 
Corddf and Wiie received an award from 
Cordiff leowng Core for the compony's 
commitment to supporting young people 
who hewe sper^ bme In core 
Careers advisers hhkr Davies and Barbara 
Brke received Fortnet of Excellence Awords 


from 3obcentre Pkrs for the support they 
offer customers ctongsldt Job c ent r e Plus 
slodf in Cardiff. Benorth and Borry 
Coreors Wbies Cortkff and Vab recerwly 
ochieved the Iiwestors m Beople (IIP) Srlver 
Award oiong with the l(F leadership and 
Monogement Awerd 


We value your opinions. If you Hove any guestionsv comments or suggestions 
about our servsees plirase contoct; 

AvrII lodsoTk. Morlrting cTKinagcf CorMfs Wales Corctrf end Vale. S j Charles Street 
Caidrff CF10 200 Tel 029 2090 6700 or err'al ovnl^lscn^cordrfVfndvcfe.org. jl 




How we did in 2009/2010 


Support lef itudTla in Mcocdary anl iieWw vckicnliciti In . 

Count m ite Veie at Glrvncroin 
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Gyrfa Cymru 
Careers Wales 




Caerdydd a'r Fro 


Datblygu pobi drwy gynllunio gyrfa gydol oes 


Ydydi chi‘n edrydi am gyngor or ddysgu a gyrfaoedd? 
M^rwn hdpu. both byntxig yw’ch oedran r>cu scfyllfa 

Mo« Gyrfa Cymru Coordydd a'r No yn gyfrifoi am ddorporu. 

• V G^FCDCTKielh Gyrfuuvdd )tiil jckil fG^^PCxwfiutfthuj Aiiwnod leufsricljrfi 
Nsrth leumctkl a Nirtn Aodysg 

• Addyso BMSoes Ccier(V<M o r No 

• G^rasarKirthcij Arwelnicid Oedoiion 

• i In^ CiyDOfTh Co highyfTYj 


Gyrfa Cymru 

Yma i’ch helpu! 


Cynllun blasu swyddi yn 
helpu cyflogwyr i recriwtio 



Vd»«rieny JUn^ (dmtn^qpOallMiCfli^^coHdloOlarMlOfM^dOaf y^LoQfla9«iF*Ow4'» 
lOtitten yo eu IrciMbd bABi«9NO^ Nr/iMiarw««i 


Mae cynllim o ddotblyyiiryd gon 
Gyrlo Cymru Coerdydd a^f Fro yn 

cyflogwyr i recffwtio pobI flonc 
hob fod m&wm oildyfg. cyflogootti 
ra Hyflofddicmt. Moe'r Cyolluft Bienu 
GwfBlh yn rhoi cyfW I gyfk> 9 wyr 
ci»etu oi yw y mgt wy dd yft oddoi drc>i 
gyfnod o ddwy wythnos cyn ynwwymo 
I gontroct omeor-town. 

Esbontodd Adrian Colo, cynghorydd 
Cyficpgaeih; '*Mcie'r Cynivn BIqm 
G woAfi yn galluogi pobi Ifcmc I brofi mi 
potenqial I gyfk>gwyr. Mere hefyd yn 
rhol amser I gyflogwyr benderfynu os 
yw poffOb yn oddof or gyltr y iwydd 
don sylw. Yn ystod y lleobod rfMie'r 
pmon Hone yn dortyn twfnni gon 
Gyrfo Cymru Caerdydd a*r Fro * 

Bu cyHeoedd biQM gwcitb yn llw)ddiarr^ 
kMn I Ken Cadi Q DanM Dnnigr, 11 dou a 


Gondydda sicrhaodd wryddi Ibnchcmser 
gydo SoTKKirtcn cv^nnl (y n 
tw«ctKfcrau repou a Milods i slGpou 
banauabwytalod. 

tioodd Ken a Daniel wedi'l dvMl yn 
Qoodd dod 0 hyd I swydd o dc^chont 
at Gyiio Cymni am he^. Cyrngleryd 
cyfk> 9 oe<h lown-ornyer Tr ddOu 
ohonynt or dl lleolackiu dwy wythnos 
yn Chef's Sondiidch. 

Oywedodd Tony Jenkins, perchennog 
y busnes *Xiollodd Ken o DcnItI 
ddangos eu diddordeb o'u 
hymrwymiod Tr (wmnl yn ystod y 
cyfleoedd blasu gwadh ac roeddem 
yn fokh lawn I gytinig swyddi Iddynt 
Moe'r Cynllun Blasu Gwaetb yn ffordd 
orddorctiog I bobi llonc gonM os 
yw swydd yn addos or cti eyfer oc 
I gyflogwyr ItfnM swyddi gwog.** 


Cyngor gyrfa yn arwain at 
fusnes newydd 


Cysylltodd Donrso OMnstone. nwim 
i bedwor, d Gyrfd Cymru y Ilynedd 
I drofod newtd gyrfa Yn dllyn 
trofodoefh gydo'r cymhoittrydd 
gwybodoeth Judttti EllloU-butchcr 
o chyfwellod gydo'r cynghorydd 
gyrfdoedd. Gel Cvons^ gwnoeth 
Ooemo gois llwyddkmnus or gyfer 
y cwrs HND mewn Horddwch 
a Rheoloeth Sba yng Nghoieg 
Morgannwg ym Mhontypridd. 

Moe Oonno belloch yn cd Hwyddyn ei 
chwrs or 61 cwbihau'r Oeryddyn gyrtof 
yn gnbl ddl-drofferth Moe hefyd yn 
ddlweddof wet^ sefydki o btones a hun 
o'r ervw Kordla Beauty yn X>Cell Hod 
Cornpony yn Nbreforgon Coe*dydd. 

Oywedodd Oonno. Te fyddwn Tn 
dioich I Judith a GlM am eu help. 
Fyddol dim e hyn wed! digwydd heb 
eu help nhw*'. 


Gwellkinnou I'n gwosonoetfi 

• Ynysiod20i0fewnoe(hom 
odrwwyddu ein Conolhin Gyrfboedd 
yn S3HeolSiad.lraimwy oofod 

or gyf^ cyfwHodou o gnelo'r 
dderbynfa I gwsmerlciid 

• Rydyrnwedod-dreCnuelntlmaLi 
I slahau system fwy cydtynol or 
gyfer ewsmerod sy'n cyrehu on 
gwceonoechou. 

• Rydym yn porhou I ddattslygu dJI 
or?\MisiontiGiKh i gefnog p(A)l Iforv 
heb fod merm oddysg cyfbgoeth 
neu hy f fordder^ t d^ letyo 
gwelthiwr gwosonoethoi lechyd 
rreddMo rGwcncncicth [echiyd. 
cwnselwyi o Gwothredu dros 
Bkint. wryddogion o Opslynou lUt 
iCyngor Coerdydd o Chymdelthciscxj 
Adedodu^ at oeiod 0 stoFf 
GwasonoeChou Gofbl Cymdelthciscl 
Cyngor Caerdydd yn eln Canodan 
hodh leuencbd yng Nghoerdydd 


tdrythwch ar em girefdn wwwgyrfacymru.com 

Os hoffeth SKitod gydo ibyngHcrydd medrwth ffomo eri ilrn^ gyniorth 
gcnedkirthcl Cyngor Dysgu a GyTicx>edd 0800 900100 <0i9 X)290 6801 
0 ff drs symudol) 

Os noHech skirad wyneb yn wyneb gyda chynghorydd medrwm aM r»ot>o rvu 
ffonio i wrieud apwynlicid yr> un o'n car*clfvTxiu. 

Conolfdn Cytiooedd. 53 Hecil Slorl. Coeroydd CF10 ?GD 
rfon 029 2090 6700 

Cordfon Gyrfooedd. ^^9 Heol Mellon. Y Barr Cr63 4Hr 
ffon 0lAr«b 410600 

Gal pod done rxiwn oddysg arrser lawn chefrw» weld eu cyngharydo 
gyrfnmli yn eu hysgeS neu gdeg 


Cyna 

Gyrfc 


or 
aoedd 


Os hoKech Miod gydO ch|T>g|Hrydd medfwch fforUo eln 
Ulniil gyMorth gwwdbetholCyw^OyefuaGiiteedd 
0800 >00 9001029 2C90 6801 o ffOn simudOO 


0800 100 900 
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DtiyticmoV^^dOyma^tciiydJpi^t CalHmt. CiMid y dJyn oBBiodamy aTife>»tamw9 Mlw4«l»yfnMa»Ca»ic^ ttl 

Ar y bwrdd am wers gyda gwahaniaeth 


Cofodd bran I BOO o ddiigyblkin Bhvyddyn 
6 0 yv^oiion cymodd Brol gyHe'n ddbixddof 
I gonfbd ffn«vy am odfyvdo Bac Gienlydd. 
MwyrTioodd y dBgytAon dolth tyv^ 
wedi'i chydiynu goo y Bortn^ioeth Addy^g 
Btfirm or y Bws CXiir I vwld y morgloMKld o'r 
od«ibdou hen o oeviydd o amgylch y Boe 
Cofodd y cfogytslian gyfhiyiiKid yn cynnwys 
cyfrontoNfou gon gMvnirvaii petdonneg 
ai^ibdu Heed yn cynnwy^ Dean and DytxB. 
BAM Nottal, Oifillon Cldl Engnterng. EBH 
CorvwnuriCCitiori6^ AJun GnfBttn ConCfOClOf) 


Cyf. Brtanma Comtructkin Cyf, Raymond 
Br<mo 0 WoBers UK Cyf. UeniM^KKkl y 
dddennt gwoith yn yUod y doth oc moe eu 
hothroMK^n yn odedodo or yr hyn o ddysg^yd 
gyda gweithgoreddau pdbch yn 61 yn yr 
ycioMI ckkKbonh 

Moe efioitb godonnhool y giMelthgoredd yn 
aiTd«^ o syModOu odvcMPOo yn cynmiTs: ‘Fe 
iMWCh ogor Hygod disgytDAon, yn oftiennig 
y merched i boadvlrwydd gnfiKithH] yn y 
drwydkont addlodu** o 'cysylltlQd dtun^dlay 
givyiSdomcieth do or gyfer yr yslofcB dosborth* 


Dileu swydd yn cynnig cyfle newydd 


hon gofodd tuffid y pMrkmnydd gMMisoiroMh 
ni¥y Dordd FiiHon ei dHm rtx>ddodd gyBe 
iddo gyBowni •< nod o st^ydlu tl fusnes ti hua 
Ar 01 gw»thk)*n fWienord yn y dbrydlont 
diogdwctt gwetodd [XmI Mdi yn y 
gom^ synmd Glamorgan Guard Dogk Boodd 
Dodd ««di dyried om gyBd BeAO. cynlun o 
sefydh^ gan lywrodroetti Cyr&ilad Cymixj I 
hei^ oltV^orddi uoigoAon y cofodd eu swydcft 
eu dieu adiysylBodd 6 Gyrfo Cynru am hdp. 
DyrMdodd y cynghorydd gyriooodd Wllkim 


McCofthy iMlho om gi^ or god gydo R ond S 
Tiolring yn y TioHmg me^ trin dm dlogcAuctr 
punpos cyffrcdlnoi Cofodd wytodoeth h8#yd 
om ddOd yn huiongyBogedg. 

Dywedodd Oernd 'Medroh sefydhi fy musne fy 
hun or 61 CDol yr hyfforddionit oc moo*n mynd yn 
ddo icnm hyd ymo Rydym gwneud 
dlogc^Mvdi maun giuahond dchg^ryddodou 
yn cyrrfiurys See Fienh^ Cymru 0 
Ryder. Rwvyf hefyd vredi qftuno'n ddh^eddor or 
goniKict gydo chumni dudo.* 


ACau yn ymweld a Gyrfa Cymru 


(mOhoddnryd Adodau CymJlod lleol o 
bob ploHd I Gonotfonnou Gyrfooedd yng 
Nghoerdydd o'r Bom yn ddumddor i gcMi 
gwytK>daeth gyfoes am r6l Gyrfa Cymru 
iiuth holpu poM Ifonc oc oedolon I gyBoauni 
eu potensial. 

Ymf^ekxld Jbne Hutt AC Bro Morgomupg 
0 Oueiddog dfo^y Oylideb 0 Busr^ 6 ‘r 
OonoBan Gyifooedd o'r GanoHdn Borth 
Lfuerrctld yn y Borrl. Wrth y%gnfef>nu yn y 
Glcitiorgon Gem dy^mdodd *Roedd yn fvoint 


i nm iweki rhoi o'r bobi Ifoncsy'n cmi mann 
swyddi cyMn neu'n tufydda yn y ooieg. Roedd 
gorxldynt gymheBorK a ie dd^edoo nhary rod 
y gefnogoeth urUgol a gowsivit yn y ^Mth yn 
gofxfog neuad eu byufydou. 

Te hefyd gyforfod 0 gn^) 0 oedoico 

yr oedd eu ^urydd wedi er dlleu gydbg effoth 
y dlrwosgiod yn omhug lOKun Roeddent ol or 
eu Bbfdd i yrkioedd a swyddi riewydd oc yn 
uchd ioiMn eu oonmoiioMh am etffoith gwMRh 
Gyrld Cymru* 


Gyrfa Cymru Caerdydd a’r Fro’n ennill gwobrau 


Am yr all Bwyddyn yn olyrd derbymodd Gyrfo 
Cymru Ccwrdydd o'r Fro iwcbr gerr Qodcaef 
Gofai Coedyckl am yrmrymiod y omnni i 
gefrogi pobi iforc viiodi tiocBo amtor 
meamgofo. 

Derbynicxkf y cynghorwyr gyrfooedd 

Dowlos o Borboio Brico r^oCrau Bonnor 
Rhcigcml gon y Qcroifon Byd G^oOh 


cymcrthog^nglanClgiNvnertoidwnh ochc 
stoff CdnoMoo Byd OnoRh yog Nghoerdydd. 
r^rarth o'r Bom 

EnBodd Gyrfo Cymru Caerdydd a'r Fro 
CX^forrMd Adcvi Buddsoddu^ rn^^ 

MjH yn ddm e dd g ynghyd 6 Dyfomwd 
AoMBinyddlooth o Rhoofooth Buddcodduyr 
n^amBobl 


Giuerthfaunogwn eich syKuadou. Os oes gennych unrtiyw gwestiynau syfwadau 
neu cougrymiodou om em g^osonoethou cysylltuich os gvuehuch yn ddo og: 

h\ri lodcson. Rheaydd Mcrcfnata Gyrfo CyrrYu Coerdydd o r fro. S3 rfeoi Sari. Coerdydd 
CF10 200 Ffdn 029 2090 6700 r^ e bosn a%t 4 jocliAonPccrdifVirrdvo^.org uf 


Mtirir CyrM» g»» 1 Cymit Oi t com m 

fMWMMtlm «n y 11MJMe -11 MkMrth 2010 ha IJ.7f 


o 



iSyrtmL^nn. 
Comers 


Sut y gwnoethom yn 2009/10 
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EASONS 
REETI 




from your local tradesmen 
^ and Xhe OEM 

\ y Why not place an advert in the 
classified pages of the GEM during 
2011 and you will see how the power 
of advertising can work for you. 


...So let the GEM work on your 
behalt we are just a phone call or 
e-mail away, call Eileen on 

01446 774484 

or e-mail 

gemsales@internet-today.co.uk 


Plan your 2011 Marketing HOW 

- through the Christmas break. 

Get it right first time - don’t waste money. 
Pot thought into promoting your company. 

An advert in the Gem can reach 

43, mm homes... 

Penarth to Porthcawl 

(covering south & mid Giam) 

The GEM • The Priceless 
weekly newspaper, loved by 
everyone in the community. 

Call Eileen on 01446 774484 

to discuss your options in the 
classified section of the paper, 
headed - ‘Don't do it yourself’ 



JL STEVE AIREY 

^■DECORATING SERVICES 




would like to wish all his 
ustomers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 

01446795520 or 07891 768151 


^ r 


C.S.BOXALL Ltd. 

Plumbing & Heating 

would like to say a special 
Happy Christmas to all 
their customers I 

01446 772444 or 0800 8491254 


Paid 0^ 

VALE CARPETS 

would like to wish all his customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152/07811 092477 


Jlcitiir Cllils§ett 

Professional Decorator 
I Wishes a Merry Christmas | 
to all his customers 

1 01446 750625 - 07980 69584 f 


D.B.FRANCISLtdQ 

would like to wish all their 
customers in the Vale 
a Very Merry Christmas A 
FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 KB I 


David, Phil & Big Joe of 

I DB DECORATION Ltd I 

I (Interior and Exterior Decorators) 
would like to wish all their customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

St Athan 01446 750256 
Mobile: 07811 317954 


Bridgend 

I would like to 
wish all their 
customers a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy new year 
I 01656 788403; Mobile: 07966 025287 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

I Ray Neate Tel: 01446 793788 

I would like to wish all past, present 
I and future pupils a very Merry 
1 Christmas and a Happy New “ 


M.P.N. 

Send Seasons Greetings 
to all their customers - 
^^Have a lovely Christmas” 

Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648646 

www.mpnwindows.com 



ianM 

^1 

23014y^H 


^ r 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 
Sends Seasons Greetings 
to all their customers 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 


Green Future! 

LANDSCAPES 

^^Merry Christmas 
and thank you 
to all our customers” 


01446 773220 • 07828 100516 


A All the staff at 


fr. 

■ www.wels 


Dave Hartley of 

plumtree 

_ GARDEN SERVICES 
would like to wish all his customers a | 

Very Merry Christmas 
01446 795433 07904 146288 




ROOFING 

/.welshroofingcontractors.co.ul<| 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Uwish all thier customers a Happy Christmas I 

1 01446 775145 01443 629043 


C.R. Jose 

Chimney Sweep 

Est. 1965 

HETAS Registered 

would like to wish all his customers 
a veiy Happy Christmas 

01446 792735 


CARPENTRY 


LAWN MOWING & 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

Seasons Greetings to ^ 
all our customers Sm 
01656 864629/07866 992143 W 


ovenu.co.uk^^ 

ove/iJ 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists I 
send Seasons Greetings to 
all their customers 
0800 140 9800 


would like to wish all his customers 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Telephone: 07749 617322 


I GRAB 'ir PLAN 

Would like to wish all 
their customers in the 
Vale a Very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

01446 700535 

327B Vale Enterprise 
Centre, Sully 


GARAGE DOOR SERVICES' 

Sends seasons greetings 
to all their customers 

07783 703366/01446 743181, 


Sharon & Andrew Staples of 

Bonny Tiler 

Llantwit Major 

would like to say a special 
Happy Christmas to all their 
friends and customers in the Vale. 

01446796582/07854168459 




WILLIAMS A 

1 ^ (Coal Haulage) Ltd 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 

Tel: 01656 890624 


Eileen and all the 
GEM staff 
would like to wish their 
customers a very Happy 
Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year 
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Depp and Jolie 
enjoy Venice 
in frothy thriller 


E ver since 
Johnny Depp 
struck main¬ 
stream gold with 
the Pirates of the 
Carribean franchise 
back in 2003, he 
seems to have rev¬ 
elled in playing 
characters a little 
out of the ordinary. 

Willy Wonka, The 
Mad Hatter and 
Sweeney Todd have all 
been given the sparkle 
of Depp’s taste for the 
odd, but there has been 
little in the way of 
‘straight’ acting from 
the star, save for Public 
Enemies - which makes 
his latest film. The 
Tourist, something of a 
welcome arrival. 

Depp plays Frank, 
the titular tourist who 
travels to Venice to 
mend a broken heart. 
While there, he encoun¬ 
ters Elise (Angelina 
Jolie), a mysterious 
woman who has her eye 
on Frank. 

However, with vari¬ 
ous agencies (led by 
Paul Bettany) and 
Russian gangsters (led 
by Steven Berkoff) on 
the tale of Elise, Frank 
soon gets unwillingly 
caught up in a world of 
intrigue and suspense... 
The term 

‘Hitchcockian’ is gener¬ 
ally used to describe 
films that manage to ape 
the master director’s 
ability to create twisting 
and turning stories with 
mysteries that reveal 
themselves as the story 
reaches its climax. 

Often, it is a term 
lazily used merely 
because a director or 
scriptwriter has adapted 
the more notable works 
of his oeuvre and pre¬ 
sented them as heavily 
influenced by the likes 
of North by Northwest, 
et al. 

It’s a comparison 
that, lazy or not, applies 
to The Tourist, but 
rather than merely ape 
something that has gone 
before, the film takes a 
story that even Hitch 
himself would have 
found appealing and 
ends up being part hom¬ 
age, part attempt to par- 
lay his style into mod¬ 
ern-day filmmaking. 

It is also very enter¬ 
taining indeed. It is cer¬ 
tainly assisted by using 
a European director, as 
opposed to an American 
one - the feel of the 
film having a sheen of 
class and sophistication 
with a degree of weight 
under the bonnet, and 
visually making the 
most of the cinematic 
quality that Venice 
brings to the screen. 

You could argue that 
Venice deserves its own 
screen credit after Depp 
and Jolie, such is the 
loving way it is shot, 
and you can’t argue 
with such sumptuous 
visuals. 

The man behind the 
camera, the wonderfully 


monikered (but 
spellcheck-confounding) 
Florian Henckel von 
Donnersmarck, is mak¬ 
ing his English-lan¬ 
guage debut, having 
helmed the astounding 
The Lives of Others, and 
Donnersmarck shows 
little nerves here in 
what is a skilled directo¬ 
rial outing. 

The visuals, as men¬ 
tioned, are wonderful, 
while the occasional 
outbreaks of action are 
smoothly handled, mak¬ 
ing up in style for what 
they lack in expansive 
thrills and spills. 

But what is most 
impressive is 
Donnersmarck’s light¬ 
ness of touch with the 
material, something his 
previous film lacked - 
mainly due to the nature 
of the story. 

Here, he seems to rel¬ 
ish in the playfulness of 
the tale, and while that 
does backfire slightly, 
giving the more dramat¬ 
ic moments less tension, 
in the overall context it 
works very well, the 
frothiness of the film 
making it easy to over¬ 
look the lack of realism 
within the story, which 
is perhaps the film’s 
biggest bugbear. 

While the set-up is 
swiftly handled, there 
are plot holes if you 
have the time to look 
for them: Why is Frank 
simply going along for 
the ride when he doesn’t 
know this woman? 

Why are the police 
watching Elise from 
afar rather than arresting 
her? 

Come the film’s con¬ 
clusion this is explained 
in a twist that, while 
clever, feels something 
of a letdown. 

But given that this 
came from the pen of 
Christopher McQuarrie 
{The Usual Suspects) 
and Julian Fellowes 
(TV’s Downton Abbey 
and Gosford Park) 
along with 

Donnersmarck (albeit 
adapted from Jerome 
Salle’s 2005 French pic¬ 
ture Anthony Zimmer), 
there is enough clever 
dialogue and turns to 
keep you engaged, and 
even forgive a climax 
that splutters just as 
things are building up. 

Another reason for 
the film’s success is the 
pairing of Johnny Depp 
and Angelina Jolie, 
remarkably the first 
time the pair have been 
on the big screen 
together. When you 
have a gorgeous woman 
like Jolie, and an attrac¬ 
tive man like Depp (or 
so I’ve been told!), 
sparks are obviously 
going to fly, and the pair 
share a playful chem¬ 
istry together. 

Depp’s offering is far 
more straightforward 
than his recent output, 
and it’s a welcome 
change, the actor deliv¬ 
ering a solid but enter¬ 
taining turn. 

Certainly, he adds a 
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level of idiosyncracy to 
the character (his smok¬ 
ing of a plastic cigarette 
as an example) and 
doesn’t quite convince 
as the ordinary man 
thrust into extraordinary 
circumstances, but Depp 
is never less than watch- 
able and the same 
applies here. 

Jolie can do elegant 
lady of mystery in her 
sleep, and shorn of her 
action credentials (bar a 
riverboat sequence) her 
performance is tamer 
and ever so slightly 
more refined, her usual 
steely persona showing 
the merest hint of emo¬ 
tion under the surface. 

As the conductor of 
events, she and her 
British accent lead us 
through the mystery of 
what is going, and look¬ 
ing her best, Jolie 
sparkles alongside 
Depp. 

The film really pivots 
on the two leads, but 
there are supporting 
turns from the likes of 
Paul Bettany as an 
investigator on the tail 
of Elise, Timothy 
Dalton as a chief of 
police, Rufus Sewell as 
a mysterious man and 
Steven Berkoff, cruising 
as a gangster, that don’t 
exactly push the limits, 
but within the film are 
perfectly serviceable, 
given the time they 
spend on screen. 

Certainly The Tourist 
may be a little too 
frothy and lightweight 
for some, its caper 
movie feel and style not 
overly substantial and, 
at times, it veers 
towards throwaway; but 
as a slice of undemand¬ 
ing Friday night fare, it 
works extremely well - 
and when you have this 
much beauty on screen 
you can’t complain 
about that! 

VERDICT: A play 
ful caper film that tips 
its hat to Hitchock, The 
Tourist is fizzy and 
pleasing, if lightweight, 
film. 

Director Florian 
Henckel von 
Donnersmarck captures 
the beauty of Venice, 
and also the European 
feel of the thriller, while 
Johnny Depp and 
Angelina Jolie sparkle 
in the lead roles, in 
what is a wonderful 
piece of cinematic 
entertainment. 
Recommended. 


Peterston-super-Ely tells a 
traditional Christmas tale 



THIS year, Peterston primary school 
pupils gave two “fantastic” perform¬ 
ances for family and friends. 

The foundation phase presented a tradi¬ 
tional Nativity, and key stage two pupils per¬ 
formed ‘‘Cinderella Rockerfella^ - a modern 
twist on the well-known story. 

The school’s headteacher, Mr Griffiths, 
said: “Both performances were excellent and 
were enjoyed by all. ” 

“The hard work of the teachers and their 
assistants, and the talent of the children, 
made for a wonderful start to our Christmas 
festivities. 

“There is something really delightful about 
watching innocent faces depicting the 
Nativity, and older pupils having fun acting 
out a panto.” 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 
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MUSIC IN THE VALE’S 25 th COMPETITION 
GIVES VIRTUOSOS A CHANCE TO SHINE! 


AUDIENCES enjoyed a musical feast last week¬ 
end when Music in the Vale celebrated 25 years 
of its annual competition for young musicians 
with two concerts at Ysgol Bro Morgannwg in 
Barry. 

After a long day of auditions on Saturday for the 
singers and on Sunday for the instrumentahsts, the 
finalists performed in evening concerts, when the win¬ 
ners were decided. 

On both days, the standard was high. The repertoire 
was varied, ranging from folk songs to operatic arias 
and the instruments were as diverse as harp, bassoon, 
saxophone, viohn, cello, guitar, a triple ocarina (a very 
sophisticated recorder) as well as the piano. 

On each evening there was also an ensemble com¬ 
petition, with two choirs of young singers from 
Llandafif Cathedral School competing on the Saturday 
and six instrumental ensembles on Sunday featuring 
saxophones, a piano trio, as well as a six-piece percus¬ 
sion band complete with sets of drums and xylo¬ 
phones! 

Some of the musicians were as young as 10. The 
adjudicators were musicians Patricia O’Neill and 
Henry Newman for the singers, and Robin Stowell 
and Christopher Vale for the instrumentalists. 

The young musicians came mainly from the Vale 
and Cardiff, although it was good to have new 
entrants from further afield. The competition is open 
to young people from eight to 21 and there are three 
classes, juniors, intermediates and seniors with an 
open class for the ensembles. 

As Music in the Vale was celebrating 25 years of 
the competition, it was appropriate that Armando 
Tartagha, one of the original founders of the competi¬ 
tion, was able to present the Tartaglia Cup to the win¬ 
ners of the instmmental ensemble. 

Full details of Music in the Vale, including details 
of the competition and future performance dates are 
available on the website www.musicinthevale.org.uk 

Results 

SINGERS: Junior: 

Winner - Lois Aled 
(Cowbridge); Runner-up 

- Guy Roberts (Cardiff); 

Finalists: Llinos Haf 
Picton Jones (Penarth) 
and Seren FflyV 
Hamilton (Llantwit 
Major). 

Intermediate: Winner 

- Rhydian Morgan 
Jenkins (Maesteg); 

Runner-up - Lisa Medi 
Williams (Cowbridge); 

Finalists - Michael 
McGrinder (Pontypridd) 
and Sophie Marielle 
Thomas (Llancarfan). 

Senior: Winner - 
Grace Wain (Cardiff); 

Runner-up - Phillippa 
Scammell (Cardiff); 

Finalists - Heulen 
Melangell Cynfal 
(Cardiff) and Shoshana 
Pavett (Cardiff). 

Most Promising 
Soloist (resident in the 
Vale of Glamorgan) - 
Lhnos H^ Picton Jones. 

Ensemble: Winner - 
Cantemus (Llandaff 
Cathedral Mixed Junior 
Choir): Aofie Pryor, Ben 
Payne, Claudia Herbert, 

Evan Thomas, Francesca 
Hutchings, Jessica 
Norton, Lydia Morris, 

Megan Cronk, Ohver 
Piper, Ohver Popham, 

Olivia Curtis-Hughes, 

Thai Clements. 

Runner-up - Junior Boys 
Choir (Llandaff 
Cathedral School): 

Abhishek Deglurkar, 

Dominic Lazarevic-Saif, 

Evan Thomas, Eintan 
Roberts, Harri Lewis, 

Harry ToU, Henry 
Stoodley-Williamson, 

Nojan Chegounchi, Sam 
Staffurth, Samuel 
Griffin, Simeon 
Alcolado, Thomas Plant. 

INSTRUMENTALISTS: 

Junior: Winner - 
Charhe Lovell- Jones 
(Violin) (Cardiff); 

Runner-up - Nest 
Jenkins (Harp) 

(Aberystwyth); Einalists: 

Madeline Lloyd (Flute) 

(Penarth) and Gem Pipps 



ABOVE: Llandaff CathedraTs Junior Boys Choir, runners-up in the ensemble section. 


Leanne Cody with Jane Hutt AM. 



Winner - Ben Tarlton 
(Cello) (Llantwit Major); 
Runner-up - Joseph 
Keenan (Saxophone) 
(Penarth); Finalists - 
Jennifer Marks (Piano) 
(Barry) and Isabella 
Kolaczynska (Violin) 
(Llanidloes). 

Senior: Winner - 
Charhe Jean Clist 
(Violin) (Cowbridge); 
Runner-up - Leanne 
Cody (Piano) (Barry); 
Finahsts - Daniel Gooch 
(Saxophone) (Cardiff) 
and Rebecca Eldridge 
(Bassoon) (Cardiff). 

Most Promising 
Soloist (resident in the 
Vale of Glamorgan): 
Leanne Cody. 

Ensembles: Winner - 
Celestial Trio: Ahce 
Jackson (Piano), Charlie 
Jean Chst (Viohn), 
Hannah Clist (Cello). 

Runner-up - Asa 
Saxophone Quartet: 
Charlotte Treadway, 

Max Goldberg, 

Stephanie Batchelor, 
Verity Shortman. 

Finalist - Labyrinth: 
Ben Treacher, Ellen 
Shipman, Gareth 
Humphreys, Victoria 
Rodge. 

Einahst - Merthyr Tydfil 
Percussion Ensemble: 
Einbarr Canney, Michael 
Scott Youde, Oliver 
Lloyd Amesbury, Paisley 
Reeves Preece, Peter 
Phillips, Samuel Roper. 


ABOVE: The senior instrumentalist finalists. 


The finalists in the intermediate instrumentalist competition. 
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Many of our advertisers have used The GEM for years. 
This speaks volumes. Some are iucky enough to have 
a great response within weeks, and some after 
placing just one advert. . . 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 774484 


^ TESIlMQNlAt 

testimonial 

testimonial 

■h ‘Start Afresh 

Oeaning Services 

and 1 was still ^ece ving ca and 

Tel. 07964 179 473 

4pot On]\ 

1 'cleaning Co. 1 

Advertising with Jhe GEM 
has proved to be 
successful in the promotion 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

TpI. 07854 148 236 

I have been ' 

consistently for a numb^ of 
years and would recornruend 

The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW Constructiom^^^^^^ 
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Frtt Skf* box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
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FREE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 
/ Oomtottc 4 CoifimvrrNi 
/ (Xocounts For Oapo 
/ 24 Hour 7 Diyt Sorvkt 
/ 12 Month GoaramiM 
/ OigHN Swiichowor Soociilktt 
/ BOi Approood IttOHlIrro 
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digitalM 


Is Vnt lartal instalor—P 

CofiltdorjtkN) of Aortal imUiBori 
CortlBod> 

Folieo Choclctif7 

Utittg InduolTf BoficNoofO Aonote, 
Cobloft and Aocotoor^T 


CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


ONiVISINMD 


01656 349 281 


JaiDH 


Th® 

mM mmm 

^ Digital Aerials 
M ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
0 Affordable Prices 
Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Wall Mowntrd Niotallarttofi SBOClallvtt • vOftt our wobelto lor oxoi ploo 

www.orwvisionlld.co.uk 


1 ^‘Digital 

^Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired 
Set Up and Tune In Service 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Telephone Adrian on Barry 
01446 747875 or 07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfeet Alignment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount SpeeiaHsts 

• Freesat/Sky lustration 
& Servietng 

• Domestie & Commereial 


fiMsatHD 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Sendee 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

<W-G3 


Reg No: 18266277 




Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES - - 

•***»* DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS l^OHD 

skyK) 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

• Additionai TV Points 

Aeriai Instaiiations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Instaiiations 





B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


•GENERAL BUILDING ‘BRICKIAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY | 

• KITCHEN FiniNG GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 





BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet (Ddour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 
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MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 
Grant Work 
Roofs 

Conservatories 
Patio/Drives 
Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 




Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 

Q.B 0 

PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


Call: 01446 774 484 The GEM 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
” TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 



Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 
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STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

comedo to^ (foa 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


' UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
' Windows Misted Up? 

’ Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


w.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


HO computer 
Solutions 


' All problems pxed 
> Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
‘ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Computer Problems? 

W E FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


Why not use 

xiie emm 

to advertise your 
Company in 2011. Call 
us on 01446 774484 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 





Free Vertical Blinds and 
Beat the VAT Rise with 
all fiill house windows 
and doors fitted 
before Christmas 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors from £550 fitted I 
Beat the VAT Rise. Fit before Christmas 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 | 

• Conservatories from £5500 


fuel bills 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
Christmas come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS r 

'Jetwork VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 



Call 01446 439212 or 01656 6484641 

www.nnpnwindows.com | 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 9^ 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week *Terms & Conditions apply 



Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 J 
07885347642 | 


Approved Contractor 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs from £27.00 
First 10 hrs from £110 
For Total Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

by 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vvww.gdsdoors.co.uk 




r^STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


T_oz 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
^ Decorating. 
Coving. 


1446 795520 
07891 768151 / 


LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


RIVEHUn ^ 

HodtcuKural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

MHusqvama 
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ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


^ Domestic and 
CommerciaC 
^(free ‘Estimates 
& Quotations 




Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 0568^ 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 



D) GARDEN & 
‘^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 






ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


iht 


r Ucd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE qualified, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


uuuaow rue uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

MPN wili pay the extra VAT in January 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 


Our energy 
efficient i 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 
£295 00 I FULL GARAGE 
off TOUT [conversions 

oil your I from £5,000 
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Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


allan^brown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

If you are looking for a friendly, 
reliable & trustworthy service for in and 
around your home or business, caii Aiian 


01446 750236 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 




REPAiR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 



Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 

AM makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER- 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT. 


. ^ 

Local 08456 

804 806 

17 


Property Maintenance 


• CARPENTRY • FASCIAS 

• LAMINATE FLOORS 

• DOORS/FENCING/DECKING 


CALL mr Ok 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 




□ B. 

RJ 

H 


B 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

Call Mobile 07768 367298 
01446 461994 or 01656 657438 


Locksmith 
& Carpentry 
Services 

Complete security check 
All aspects of carpentry. 


07866 356810 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 

Competitive ik 

Prices 62 



www.gaspservices.co. uk 
gaspservices @ yahoo.co.uk 


302870 
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C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 [A 
Telephone: 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 097994 24hrs,or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Seryice. 



124 The Headlands, Barry 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 


794266 


ScrapMei^ 


WE BUY: 

• COPPER 

• BRASS 

• LEAD 

• STAINLESS 

• ALUMINIUM 


• CARS 
•VANS 

• LORRIES 

• ALL SCRAP 
METAL 


• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


Dave The Gas 


All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 


) too small 


215639 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


L?®Cf* Sail©' 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 


• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0M44 4tmi 

. Of f» m lOM 


Big Bag Logs 

Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 
Phone 01656 784194 
Mobile 07815 861864 



fjk Ctl Plumbing^ 

& Heating 

Domestic 
Park Homes 
Caravans 
Leisure Vehicles 


01446 751204 
07812 599891 


2 


1^1^ 

Bonny Tiler 

WaU & Floor Tiling SpeciaUst^^J^^^k 
Full Bathroom and 


Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 


www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
A. * FREE ESTIMATES 

• - Tel: 01446 404838 


8 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Jaiifartitilovi^^ 

' • Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs ^ 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 



ww 

I ROI 


www.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootingo 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

AH work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from . ^ 

Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Uandow, Cawbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk . 

01446 775145 -01656 349056 - 01443 629043 ' 


^ KTW.W. 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


IbiCIM 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Glamorgan 
GEM Wellsites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 




ADVERTISE HERE for up to 

4 weeks for 50p a word plus 
VAT. To take advantage of 
this offer simply either send 
in your description along 
with a cheque for the appro¬ 
priate amount made 
payable to “The Glamorgan 
Gem” at The Gem, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items 
are sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 

SINGLE BED with pine 
teddy bear head and feet, 2 
X matching 2 drawer chest 
£45.Tel: 01446 412667. (51) 
MAMAS & PAPAS COT as 
new £55. Mothercare high- 
chair, perfect condition £25 
one. Tel: 01446 771307 
Cowbridge. (51) 

ROLEX OYSTER Perpetual 
date just stainless 
steel/white gold. Boxed, one 
year old, authenticity certifi¬ 
cates. £2,600 ovno, cost 
£4,490. Tel: 01446 745859. 
(51) 

ANGLIAN Fully glazed 
Georgian style white UPVC 
front door and frame £100. 
Tel: 01446 794093. (51) 
FOLD-UP BED and mat¬ 
tress. New, £30. Tel: 01446 
742772. (50) 

MAN’S SARACEN 

Mountain bike, new £350. 
Sell £250 one (cash). Tel: 
01446 795275. (50) 
DURESTA GEORGE Brand 
new large sofa and arm¬ 
chair, antique gold velvet. 
RRP £3,500, sell £2,800 
one. Tel: 07891 793915 or 
01446 760688. (50) 

TWO SEATER SETTEE 
with two fully reclining elec¬ 
tric armchair, burgundy, 
excellent condition £350 
one. Mantis cultivator 
/hedgecutter, also strimmer 
and shredder £175 for all 
(can be separated. 4ft bed 
with headboard, good condi¬ 
tion £30. Tel: 01446 404679 
(evenings only). (50) 

3 SEATER SETTEE Cream 
leather and two armchair, 
good condition £150. Buyer 
collects. Tel: 01446 742797. 
(50) 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 

Design: one pair of curtains, 
2 double duvets, pillow 
cases, sheets, bean bag 
£50. Beautiful ornate gold 
mirror cost £100, sell £50. 
Tel: 01656 772160. (50) 

4FT DRAWER DIVAN BED 
Mattress/headboard, as 
new, 9 year guarantee £125. 
Tel: 01656 661237. (50) 
GIRLS’ APOLLO BIKE 16” 
wheels, suit age 6-9, blue & 
pink frame, good condition. 
Cost £100, sell £45 one. Tel: 
07973 863659. (49) 
HOTPOINT Under counter 
fridge & freezer, white, £45 
each. Tel: 01446 701420. 
(49) 

G-PLAN Two X 2 seater 
sofas, armchair, pale 
grey/blue draylon £250. Tel: 
01446 773135.(49) 
HINARI MICROWAVE 
Black/chrome, still in box 
£25. Hinari multi att. hand 
blender & carver, still in box 
£25. Pine 4 drawer chest 
and country mirror £40. 
Solid pine headboard £10. 
Tel: 01656 789096. (49) 
GUEST BED Never used. 
£80 new, will sell £50 one. 
Tel: 01446 743204. (49) 
WHITE STEEL BATH All 
attachments, very good con¬ 
dition £50. Tel: 01446 
794268. (48) 

BERGERE SOFA Attractive 
large G-Plan 3-seater in 
antique gold draylon, £99. 
Tel: 01446 795754. (48) 
IKEA Epedit white book 
case £30. Ikea Fredrick work 
station, birch effect/silver 
£30. Ikea Meldal day bed 
£40.Tel: 01446 795386. (48) 
TROPICAL AQUARIUM 36” 
long with cabinet, fish and 
accessories £80 one. Tel: 
01656 784107.(48) 

BRITAX Children’s car seat. 
Aged up to 4 years, excel¬ 
lent condition £60. Tel: 
01446 748801.(48) 


06 Mercedes Benz 
A150 SE Lux 
3-Dr Hatch 

Black, petrol, MOT June 
2011, very good condition, 
FSH, 49,000 miles, E/W, CD, 
central locking, lady owner. 

£5,495 ono 

077177 61465 48 


Vauxhall Vectra 
1.8 LS 04 
5-Dr Estate 

61,000 miles. Silver, Tax, 
MOT, excellent. 

£2,750 

07742 647019 


54 Ford Focus 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Pale blue, 20,731 
miles, tax & MOT 
Jan 2011, VGC. 

£4,000 

01446 773117 


2000 Nissan Micra 
1.4 SE Auto 5-Dr 

Purple metallic, one owner, only 
37,000 miles, new MOT, 6 
months tax, central locking, E/W, 
excellent condition throughout, ill¬ 
ness forces reluctant sale. 

£1,950 

07894 233331 


Dilys Leyshon 

wishes all her family 
and friends a Very Happy 
Christmas and Good Health 
in the New Year. 

“God Bless” 



L 



To family 
and friends: 

^erry Christmas 

and Happy New 

from ^ 

Gareth Collier 


Ainsley Properties - Housing Options 


2 BED HOUSE 

ALMA TERRACE, OGMORE VALE 

2 BED HOUSE 

NANTYMOEL ROW, NANTYMOEL 

3 BED HOUSE 

OGWY STREET, NANTYMOEL 

ipported cases, house share options considered. 

apply- 


DSS, Homeless, 

Bond and references required. Local Housing Allowance 


Caii for further detaiis: 

Tel: 0845 643 1469 • 07961 403 137 


/ 2 xl ^ 6 bed property > 


2 xl 

'Bedroom FlatsN 
Plymouth Road 
Barry Island 

Modernised throughout. 
Middle Floor Flat 

£450 pcm 
Top Floor Flat 

£400 pcm 
Tel. 01446 721168 
Mob. 07813 134123 


6 bed property 

WEST END 
BARRY 

Recently refurbished 

£795 pcm 

Call now on 

07966 557537 


FOR SALE/TO LET 

West Ceffyl 

Broughton Road, 
Wick, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
£289,000/ 

£720 per 
calendar month 
Detached three 
bedroom property. 
Subject to agricultural 
occupancy condition. 
Contact: Philip Thomas of 
Herbert R Thomas LLP. 
Tel: 01446 776370. 
E-Mail: 

philipthomas @hrt. com 


One, two or three 
person serviced 
or unserviced 
offices with 
parking available 
in Cowbridge 
Contact Sue Peake 
01446 775959 


HOUSE SHARE 

RHOOSE POINT 

Detached 

Executive Property 

Double bedroom 
with en-suite - £110pw 
Double bedroom 
with bathroom - £110 pw 
Own lounge. 
Inelusive of bills. 
Available beginning 
of February. 

Tel Jackie 

07553370697 
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GEM Family Notices 



Maurice Dwek' 

1927-2010 

Brenda & family would like to thank the 
many people who attended the funeral, 
for the numerous letters and cards of 
sympathy, and also to Canon Derek 
Belcher & Father Julian for leading the 
very moving service. It has been a great 
comfort to us at this very sad time. 


WHITEHOUSE 

John 

The family would like to thank everyone who 
attended the funeral. We would also like to 
thank family and friends for their support to 
our father over the past months and for all the 
messages of sympathy. Special thanks also to 
Revd Julian Jenkins and Thomas Brothers. 


HARRIS 

Cliff 

Peacefully on December 11 at Princess of 
Wales Hosjpital, Bridgend, Cliff of St Athan, 
beloved husband of the late Kathleen. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday December 21, 
service 11am at St Athan Church followed by 
interment in St Athan Cemetery. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 




W. A. Brown & Son 


COLE 

Thomas James 

John and his family would like to thank Jim’s 
relatives, friends and neighbours at Sigingstone 
for their support and messages of sympathy 
at this sad time. 

A special thank you to the staff at Southway 
for their care and dedication, Reverend 
David Boult for his kindness and comfort, and 
Thomas Brothers for their professionalism. 


SESmS 
GARYJONES 

December 18th 2009 

It’s been a year since this beautiful man 
was stolen from our lives. 

“Nothing beautiful in this world is ever really 
lost, all things loved live in our hearts forever.” 
Pam, Gill, Simon, Gabe and Taylor, v 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, 

^ College Street 




Lauren Sweeney 

' Happy 21st 
Birthday 

18th December 2010 
'ALL GROWNUP' 

Doing well on your year abroad 
- we are all proud of you. 

Lots of love from 
Mum, Dad, Cameron, 
Nan & Grand, xxx 




ongratulations 


Andrew and Bev 
on the birth of your 
beautiful baby boy 

Jay den Kevin Charlie 

MAKER 

Lots of love from 
Nanny and Gramps Maker, 

. Nanny and Bampy Gifford ^ 


w 


Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary 

Eric & Gwen Boorman 

23rd December 2010 





CONGRATULATIONS 
AND LOTS OF LOVE 
FROM YOUR FAMILY 

Kath, Steve, Jessica, 
Daniel, Wendy, 
Martyn, Rhian, 
Andrevo, Bethan, 
Lee and Erin. 




INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Congratulations and lots of 
love to 

STUART AND 
MELISSA HUGHES 

(nee Jelinek) on the birth of 



Violet Elise 

December 12, 2010 

71b 81/2 oz. 

First Grandchild for 
Philip and Linda Jelinek 


Wish your 





•family & friends a ^ 
\ Happy Christmas through 


Call 01446 774484 


Thanks Nigel, Marianne and family 
for my Surprise Birthday Party 


Superb food at ‘Oscars’ Thank you Julian & staff. ^ 
Music & vocals: Jeff Hooper. 

Thank you to everyone for my lovely cards and yL 
presents, and being so, so secretive. ^ 

How you did it is beyond me. 

. .. Love you - Maureen Chick ifr- 


(Permanent Post) 

PERSONAL CARER 

To assist a disabled (spinally injured) man in Boverton 
with personal care (showering, dressing, etc) and daily 
hving. Generous rates of pay, bonus for weekends. 
Approx Sam - 9.30am, 2-3 mornings per week, 
including weekend or part weekend, 
increasing to include some lunchtimes. 

Contact 07731 33 60 88 or email 
loper.inter @ virgin.net 


Quorum Associates 

Experienced 
Structural Engineer 

required for 

permanent position 
in a rapidly expanding 
South Wales based 
company. 

Contact 01446 774493 


FOUND 

KEY 

‘Single rimlock’ 

(Min-y-Mor) 
West End, Barry 

Call: 01446 733834 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
LEGAL PUBLIC PROTECTION 
& NOUSING SERVICES 
MARRIAGE ACT 1»S4 AND , 
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ACT 2004 
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Vale AM backs plea to 
reinstate short breaks 
service for the disabled 


ANGELA 
THOMAS and her 
daughter, Mamie, 
petitioned Vale 
AM, Jane Hutt, at 
her surgery about 
re-instating the 
short breaks 
service run by 
Action for 
Children for the 
Vale Council at Ty 
Robin Goch, 

Barry. 

The AM met parents 
and carers using Ty 
Robin Goch at their 
recent protest at the 
Civic Offices and she 
wrote to the Vale 
Council to raise her 
concerns about the 
reduction in service 
from seven days to just 
four days a week. 

Ms Hutt commented: 
“Short break services 
support disabled 
children and their 
families by giving 
disabled children and 
young people enjoyable 
experiences and respite 
for parents and carers. 

“For the last three 
years, the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
has provided more than 
£1.5 million each year 
to local authorities 
throughout Wales to 
promote and improve 
short break services for 
disabled children, 
young people and their 
families. 

“We are protecting 
social services through 
the Local Government 
Settlement recently 
announced. This 
protection means that 


funding for social 
services will increase in 
cash terms by £35m by 
2013-14, representing a 
three per cent uplift.” 

She went on: 
“Provisions within the 
Children and Young 
Persons Act 2008 will 
place a statutory duty 
on local authorities to 
provide short breaks for 
disabled children and 
their families, and it 
comes into force next 
year. 

“I am glad the 
scrutiny co mmi ttee has 
taken this matter up 
and I trust the Vale 
Council will now 
consider re-instating 
this vitally important 
service in the Vale,” 
the AM concluded. 


Angela 
Thomas and 
her daughter 
Mamie meet 
the Vale AM. 



Coity WI celebrate 
season of success! 


NEW Age Kurling is 
getting popular with 
the ladies, and Ann 
Mutton and Mary 
Poland came a 
creditable fourth in 
the recent 

competitions at 

Bridgend Recreation 
Centre. 

Mary Poland, 

president of Coity WI, 
has also had a great 
success at the GFWI 
competitions at the Royal 
Welsh winter fair, where 
she was awarded first 
prize in a class of 18 for 
her fruit cake. 

Other activities in 
November included a 
stall at Gilead Chapel 
Christmas fair, a visit to 


Howell's of Cardiff for 
late night shopping, and 
supporting the Help for 
Heroes coffee morning at 
the home of Mr and Mrs 
John Dunlop of Coity. 

The speaker at the 
monthly meeting was 
Christine Seaman, who 
gave a beautifully 
illustrated talk on her life 
as a ballerina. 

December opened 
with the Christmas 
dinner, held this year in 
the Church Hall. 

The group carol 
service was held at St 
Mary’s, Coity, with a 
service of lessons and 
carols prepared by Rev 
Sue Beverly. Lessons and 
seasonal poems were 
read by representatives 


of each of the WIs in the 
Link and the singing was 
accompanied by the 
organist and choir of 
Coity Church. 

The Christmas season 
was further celebrated as 
some members took part 
in the Christmas Tree 
Festival at Nolton 
Church, and were 

delighted to find that we 
had won the overall 
prize, judged by 
Madeleine Moon MP. 

The WI tree 

represented ‘Baby’s First 
Christmas’, a traditional 
Nativity theme given a 
contemporary twist with 
hand-knitted booties and 
mitts - alongside the 
gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 
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SPREADING THE TRUE MESSAGE OF 
CHRISTMAS ACROSS THE UNIVERSE! 





THE infant depart¬ 
ment at St David’s 
Primary School, 
Colwinston, added a 
unique twist to the 
Christmas story 
with aliens from 
outer space who had 
crash-landed their 
spaceship in the 
middle of concert 
rehearsals! 

Despite the children’s 
surprise, they welcomed 
the new arrivals and 
invited them along to 
their Christmas Nativity. 

While trying to fix 
their spaceship, the aliens 
learnt all about the first 
Christmas - they could¬ 
n’t believe that people 
travelled on camels and 
donkeys, not spaceships! 

The lucky time trav¬ 
ellers met angels, stars, 
kings, shepherds, 

innkeepers and story¬ 
tellers - not to mention 
sheep, camels, and a don¬ 


key. 

The aliens promised to 
spread the true message 
of Christmas across the 
universe. 

A big thank you to 
parents for providing the 
fabulous costumes and 
congratulations to pupils 
and staff for all their hard 
work to stage a truly out¬ 
standing performance. 


LEFT: 

On her travels^ Dorothy met four rather 
nice, and not too scary, witches. 


THE WIZARD AND THE WITCH AT 
COLWINSTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 


LEFT: 

The munchins 
ready to greet 
Dorothy (below left) 
as she prepares to 
leave Colwinston 
and travel the 
yellow brick road. 


THE junior department at St David’s 
Primary School, Colwinston, put on a 
superb Christmas version of The Wizard 
of Oz recently. 

The audience were entertained with classic and 
modern songs, excellent acting and plenty of excit¬ 
ing twists and turns. 

Dorothy, while sitting bored at home in 
Colwinston, got whisked away by a cyclone and 
arrived in Munchkinland! 

She met up with her friends and battled the 
Wicked Witch to reach The Great Oz. 

“The children did the school proud and once again 
raised the bar for next year. 

“A big thank you to pupils, parents and staff for 
all their hard work,” a spokesperson said. 
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MoT • SERVICE • REPAIRS} DIAGNOSTICS 





• Oil & filter change • Check all levels 
kntUfreeze & battery check • Tyre check 

^uiv £50i00 


All levels check • Tyre check 
_ • AnthFreeze check 





MOTOR SERVICES 
ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIALS 


Call in for a 
FREE WINTER CHECK 
inluding Battery, Anti-freeze 
and Tyre Check 



W^wouMliketowishaUpmeu^^ 
oU and new a Happy Christmas \ 
and prosperous Nsw YsaiP ^ 


[ NOW AVAILABLE • ENGINE/ECU RE-MAPPING 
J Increase your engines performance and fuel econo- 
: my by re-mapping your engine 


y oy re-mappmg your engii 
control unit. (Chipping} 

Please ring for full details 


ViiVii Vii lV aLeo aL^SH^i^rv [cc=:t:Lce 

97 FQ 


.llLw 




Tel: 01446 710224 




• SERVICING • BRAKES • EXHAUSTS 
• CLUTCHES • CAMBELTS • WELDING 
• GEARBOX • ENGINE REPAIRS • TYRES 
• BALANCING • PUNQURE REPAIRS 
• TRACKING • DIAGNOSTICS 
•SHOCK ABSORBERS 
WHEEL BEARINGS 
^ • ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
1^^ Car and customer 
collection available 


P 01446 774870 



Bryan Thomas Car Sales 

Specialist Suppliers of Ex O Notability Scheme Cars 


- Barry I 


/ 20 years ) 
in business 

[ Established j 


08 08 ASTRA SRi 1.9 CDTi 150 bhp, diesel, black, 27k miles, fsh, 3-dr Sport Hatch .£7,995 

07 57 ASTRA Sport Hatch 1.6 Design 3-dr only 5k miles, alloys, half leather, a/c, black _£6,995 

07 57 ASTRA 1.6 Life 5-dr. 19k miles, a/c, fsh, blue metallic.£4,995 

07 57 ASTRA 1.8 Life Auto 5-dr, 17k miles, a/c, fsh, black metallic .£4,695 

07 57 VECTRA 1.8 SRi 5-dr silver, alloys, ^c, fsh, 47k miles .£4,995 

07 57 ZAFIRA 1.6 Club, black, 7 seats, 21 k miles, alloys, a/c, fsh .£5,995 

07 57 ZAFIRA 1.6 Life, black, 7 seats, 24k miles a/c, fsh .£5,495 

57 57 ZAFIRA 1.6 Life, silver ,7 seats, 42k miles a/c, fsh .£4,995 

57 57 ZAFIRA 1.6 Life, silver, 7 seats, 61 k miles, a/c, fsh .£4,495 

07 57 SCENIC 1.9 diesel Dynamique Silver alloys, a/c 22k miles.£5,995 

07 57 SCENIC 1.7 Dynamique, 7 seats, gold, 12k miles, alloys, a/c, fsh .£5,295 

57 57 GRANDE Scenic 1.6 Dynamique, gold, alloys, a/c, fsh, 32k miles.£5,995 

05 05 GRANDE Scenic 1.6 Dynamique, 7 seats, 21 k miles, alloys, a/c .£4.495 

07 57 MEGANE 1.6 Dynamique Auto, 28k miles, alloys, a/c.£4,695 

08 57 MEGANE 1.6 Extreme 27k miles, fsh, alloys, a/c.£4,495 

07 07 MEGANE 1.6 Dynamique, 3-dr, black, alloys, a/c, pan roof, 27k miles, fsh .£4,495 

08 08 RENAULTTwingo 1.2 Dynamique, alloys, red 32k miles .£3,995 

07 57 FOCUS 1.6 Style 5-dr silver, 37k miles, alloys, a/c, fsh.£4,995 

07 57 FOCUS 1.6 Style 5-dr Black 38k miles alloys, a/c .£5,295 

07 57 FOCUS 1.6 Style automatic silver. 38k miles, alloys, a/c. fsh .£4,995 

07 07 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec 3-dr Silver 32k miles a/c. Alloys fsh .£4,995 

09 58 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 HDiS Diesel, 3-dr, 16k miles a/c, fsh, £30 tax .£6,995 

07 57 GRANDE Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr, allys, a/c, fsh.£4,495 

07 07 CITROEN C4 Auto, alloys, a/c, fsh, silver.£4,495 

07 07 HYUNDAI Coupe S3 Grey, alloys, red leather, a/c, 32k miles fsh .£7,495 

04 54 ZAFIRA 1.6 Life, black, 7 seats, 53k miles, a/c. fsh, full MoT .£3,695 

04 54 SCENIC 1.4 Expression, 43k miles, a/c, fsh, full MoT .£3,495 

55 05 CLIO 1.5 Diesel Dynamique, 3-dr, ful MoT, silver, alloys, a/c, 36k miles, £30 tax .£4,495 

51 01 FIAT Multipla Diesel, 6 seats, alloys, full MoT .£1,995 

Y 01 VECTRA Diesel 5-dr, silver, full MoT.£1,295 

V 00 KA 3, black, alloys, cloured bumpers, full moT.£995 

S 99 PUNTO 1.2, May MoT.£495 

52 02 KA 1.3, silver, coloured bumpers, full MoT .£995 


Ex-Motability Scheme 

Huge Savings on 
Nearly New Cars 

★ Low mileage 

★ In house warranty 

★ Main dealer MoT’d 

★ Fully main dealer maintained 

★ One owner 

★ Three year old or less 

★ Fully prepared and valeted 

★ Ready to drive away 

★ Access to an additional 1,000 
cars for 1 week delivery from 
online system at great prices 

★ All HPi gold checked 

★ Finance arranged 

★ All types of card accepted 

★ Part exchange welcome 


CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY CF32 29W • 0797r29438T(avan^te day/nfght) 

www.usedcarsbarry.co.uk bryanthomas71 @hotmail.com 
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FAC/^rr/^s 
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msT/ 


HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OVER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPVs Y 






Fm^ 

FmPP^v 

mmopF 


57 Chrysler 3.0 CRD Saloon in silver with 
full leather, full spec 3.0 CRD with a/c cli¬ 
mate control .£13,995 


55 BMW 730D in grey met with full beige 
leather. Top of the range with great spec, 
sat nav, locally owned car .£13,995 


58 Lexus IS220D in black met, full black 
leather, just 1 owner from new, complete 
with full service history.£13,995 


57 Audi A6 m silver met, half leather, S- 
Line model , sat nav, cruise, a/c with cli¬ 
mate, full Audi service history .. .£13,995 










05 Nissan 359Z in blue met, full black 
leather, awsome BDSE sound, 1 owner 
from new, full service history ... .£9,995 


53 Lexus RX300 3,0 SE 5-dr, blue met, full 
black leather, factory sat nav, reversing 
camera, climate, a/c, e/w, e/m, rcl £9,995 


04 Mitsubishi Shogun m met silver with full 
black leather, Warrier model, locally 
owned vehicle, service history . .£10,995 


07 VW Passat 2.0 TDi PD 140 Est, blue met, 
climate a/c, e/w, r/c/l, cheap tax group, 
great performance & economy .. .£7,995 


Toasted 

A(itoft(otiiFe 

Td&Ivni&faKF 


YHY 


RAC 

mppAm 

Ai/AmiF 










07 Ford Fiesta ST in met silver with half 
leather trim, top of the range withgreat 
spec, value for money motoring . .£7,495 


07 Toyota Auris in grey met, TR model with 
a great spec, locally owned, supplied with 
full service history.£6,995 


06 Honda Civic m grey met, SE spec, sup¬ 
plied with full service history, vehicle can¬ 
not be faulted inside or out.£7,495 


06 Rexton m met silver, S model with great 
spec. Locally owned vehicle with full serv¬ 
ice history and low mileage.£6,995 


CAP 

smf/ip; 

SCPFFIF 


54 VW Golf in silver met, top of the range 
GT TDi model, great spec, local 1 owner 
vehicle with VW service history .. .£5,495 


W Land Rover Discovery, red met, GS TD5 
7-seater, great spec, locally owned vehicle 
with great practicality.£4,995 


57 Mitsubishi Colt m met silver, rare diesel 
CZ2 model , just 1 owner from new, full 
Mitsubishi service history .£4,995 


53 Honda CR-V m red met, SE Sport with 
great spec, locally owned vehicle, a credit 
to its former owner.£4.995 


BAD 

ePFDFF 

CATFPFD 

FOP 


AUF^AJOP 

ePFDFF 

CAPOS 


54 Ford Ka 1.3 Collection, silver met, cloth 
trim, cd player, e/w, e/m, pas, lots more, 
locally owned, full service history .£2,995 


06 Renault Clio Expression m pearl black 
met, great spec, locally owned with full and 
comprehensive service history .. .£3,995 


03 Ford Fiesta m tonic blue met with luxury 
interior, Ghia model , just 1 local owner 
from new, full service history ... .£3,695 


04 Skoda Fabia, met silver with cloth trim. 
Comfort model, 1 local owner from new, 
with service history.£3,495 


Ol/RRm 
OtmCARS, 
4)o4s, RlPl/s. 


€ 






05 Ford Ka m red, locally owned with low 
mileage, low tax and ins (group 2), fantas¬ 
tic value, ideal 1st car.£2,495 


D Land Rover Defender in green. A real 
workhorse, fsh, new engine in 2005 at cost 
of £2,900, well worth a look.£2,995 


51 Ford Focus in red met, LX model with 
great spec, locally owned, fsh and group 4 
ins, £155 a year road tax.£2,795 


T Mazda 323F GSi 1.8 Auto 5-dr, silver met, 
luxury cloth trim, a/c, alloys, cd, r/c/l, very 
rare automatic model .£1,495 




Powell DyffrynWay | Barry | Vale of Glamotpii | CF62 5QR | VAT No. 615915045 | Company Keg No. 4993212 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Streep Barry CF62 7AJ. EstJ979 


r 07 07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5- 

dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with 
grey interior, air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel 

drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. 

.£12,995 


56 DODGE Caiiber 2.0 TD SXT 5-drl 
Hatchback. In bright silver clearcoat with I 
Pastel slate grey leather interior, air con, multi I 
CD, cruise control, traction control system, only I 
42,230 miles.£6,995 f 


57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-Dr| 
MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, I 
reversing sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, \ 
only 23,580 miles.£6,495 


55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-drl 
hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin I 
interior, alloy wheels, air con, CD, body I 
coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles....£4,995 J 


PRESTIGE 


I 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles.£18,995 

I 07 07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 
I 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

I 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles.£POA 

I 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

1 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles.£9,495 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles.£4,995 

I 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles.£4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles....£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4116v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£8,995 

55 MAZDA MX-5 2.0i Sport 2-Dr Convertible In Winning blue with black leather interior, multi CD, air 

con, heated seats, alloy wheels, body coloured bumpers, only 36,900 miles.£7,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis.£6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles.£4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£4,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles.£9,995 

04 BMW 3 Series 2.0 TD 320CD Sport 2-dr coupe in orient blue with beige leather interior, sat nav, 

wood trim, TV automatic air con, MV2 alloy wheels, onit 93,440 miles.£8,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, multi- 

CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles.£3,995 

G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-Door Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning 
system, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 


FAMILY 


09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-Dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 

radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-Door Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air 

con, body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

07 07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles.£12,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-Dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles.£5,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 DODGE Caliber 2.0TD SXT 5-dr Hatchback. In bright silver clearcoat with Pastel slate grey leather 

interior, air con, multi CD, cruise control, traction control system, only 42,230 miles.£6,995 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

01 51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£2,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 5-Dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles.£3,995 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,995 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-dr Hatchback. In flamenco red with Talucan black interior, air con, CD 

with aux input, front fogs, immobiliser, only 41,980 miles.£5,995 

05 55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TD Studio 3-dr hatchback in moondust silver with intro midnight cloth interior, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, CD, £30 a year road tax, low mileage.£3,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-dr Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, multi cd, body coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.£4,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles.£3,495 

04 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£6,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 


SMALL 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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04 Land Rover Freelonder 
2.0 TD4 'S' 5-dr Auto 


In black, 72,000 miles, 
diesel 4x4 

£6,995 



In met silver, 65,000 miles, 
superb throughout. 

£12,995 



In met red with beige leather 
seats, one owner, 
fantastic value at £11,995 



In birch metallic, 43,000 
miles, 2 local owners 

£4,995 


CO 


www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


02 PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £23,995 
54 PORSCHE Cayanne ‘S’ 4.5 V8 Manual. Dark met-green, black leather heated seats, sat-nav, 56,000 mis £16,995 
08 VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. Silver with black leather, 44,000 miles, convertible . REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £13,995 
07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout.... £12,995 

07 JEEP Grand Cherokee 3.0 CRD Ltd Auto in black with leather trim, 43.000 mile diesel 4x4.£12,895 

57 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

57 MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

04 MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

04 AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh. FANTASTIC VALUE AT £8,995 

54 HONDA Civic Type R 3-dr. In black, 44,000 miles, local car with a/c, alloys. SUPERB VALUE AT £6.995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 ‘S’ 5-dr Automatic. In black, 72,000 mile diesel 4x4.£6.995 

06 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

06 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

55 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

54 MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

52 TOYOTA RAV 4 1.8 VVTi NV 3-dr. In birch met, 43,000 miles, 2 local owners.£4,995 

02 MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

02 LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 

53 SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

10 CHEVROLET Aveo 1.4 LT 5-dr Auto. In red, 4,000 miles, fantastic value at.£6,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 sealer. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 SR 5-dr in silver birch met, 31,000 miles, a/c, alloys, etc.£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-Dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

04 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 3-dr in silver, 40,000 miles, alloys, a/c, etc.£5,995 

08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 SKODA Fabia Ambiente 16v 5-dr. In met gold, 25,000 miles, local car with a/c etc .£4,995 

06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-Dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

06 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

57 SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,695 

56 SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c. . . £4,695 

04 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,695 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. In black, 20,000 miles, 2 owners with cd, etc.£3,995 

03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 CDX 5-dr Auto in jade met, 39,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

05 CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met-green, 58,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, alloys. REDUCED BY £500TO £3,495 
55 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys. . . REDUCED BY £300 TO £2,995 

06 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

05 DAEWOO Laceti 1.6 SX 5-dr. In silver, 55,000 miles, with a/c, cd. alloys.£2,995 

04 ALFA Romeo 147 1.6 Lusso 5-dr. In silver, Italian flair -i- style at only.£2,995 

03 ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

02 ROVER 75 2.0 V6 Connoisseur SE. In light gold met with full leather trim, 48,000 miles, 1 lady owner . . £2,995 
54 ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd . . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £2,695 

04 RENAULT Clio Authentique. In black, 73,935 miles, c/I, e/w, c/d.£2,695 

51 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 


06 Ford Focus 
1.6LX 5-dr 



In met blue, 44,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch with a/c, cd 

£4,995 


07 Renault Scenic 
1.6 WTi Dynamic 


In met-grey, only 10,000 
miles, 1 owner 

REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 


57 Smart Four two 
1.0 Passion Auto 


(New Model) 

In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, 
£30 road tax £4,695 


04 BMW X3 
2.5 Sport 


Met grey, 58,000 miles, 
with sat nav 

£9,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600El 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES KJl 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIF • All CARS HPi ClEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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vanhire.co.uk 




# House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

# Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) ' 

# People Carriers'' 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

# 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

# Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

# 9-seat Mini Buses 

# Tippers 

# VW Transporters 

# Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

# Roof Racks Available 

# CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day , ^ 

# Full European Use — 

(special conditions - i 

apply) 

# Full AA Cover 

hire@wicl<yanhire.co.uk 





OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


End of year success for Vale Karate group 


THE year has ended 
with a bang for Vale 
Karate with three 
weekends full of 
drama! 

On November 21, The 
Welsh Bushi-Kai staged 
their first invitational 
tournament for more than 
a year, due to the fire at 
their base at Port Talbot’s 
Afan Lido last year. 

Bridgend Recreation 
and Leisure Centre was 
the venue. 

A strong Vale Karate 
squad entered and 
emerged with plenty of 
silverware. Established 
squad members such as 
Gareth Reynolds, Kloe 
Christoforato and Ewan 
Albright all took gold 
medals, but there was 
evidence too of continu¬ 
ing development as many 
newer faces came to 
prominence. 

Of particular note was 
the newly established 
under-10 boys team 
where nine-year-olds 
Will Hellerman, Owain 
Harrhy and Josh Dwyer 
joined Ewan to take their 
first title. 

Ewan, already a four¬ 
time Welsh champion, 
had earlier won both his 
individual Kata and 
Kumite events, going 
home with three gold 
medals. 

A week later on 
November 28, Weston- 
super-Mare was the 
venue when more than 
600 competitors attended 
the Western Karate 
Union’s winter invita¬ 
tional. 

With many of Vale 
Karate’s squad opting for 


a day off, medals were 
scarcer; nevertheless, 
once again Vale Karate’s 
newer faces showed their 
potential. 

Einnian O’Donovan, 
at only five years old, 
was The Vale’s youngest 
entrant, and amazed 
everyone by winning two 
medals, including his 
first title! 

Einnian, a pupil at 
Barry’s Romilly Primary 
School, who celebrates 
his sixth birthday later 
this month, began train¬ 
ing as a three-and-a-half 
year old in Vale Karate’s 
‘Tigers’ classes. 

In Weston, Einnian 
entered both the 5-7 
years fighting event, and 
the 5-7 years junior 
Shobu Jukuren. This is a 
development event, with 
children from 5-7 strik¬ 
ing a stationary dummy, 
with judges determining 
a winner. 

Against competitors 
up to two years older, 
Einnian demonstrated his 
skill by taking the gold 
medal. He failed by the 
narrowest of margins to 
take another gold in the 
Kumite, again against 
older children, settling 
for silver, with team¬ 
mate Christopher Slack 
taking a bronze. 

Chris’ medal was his 
second of the day as he’d 
earlier won a bronze in 
the under-8 Kata, joining 
team-mate Georgia 
Hellerman, who won sil¬ 
ver, on the podium. 

Saturday, December 4 
was an eagerly-awaited 
day for no fewer than 15 
Vale karate members, 
whose previous years of 



training culminated in 
the biggest test of many 
of their lives as they 
attempted to earn their 
black belts. 

Twelve youngsters, all 
aged between 12 and 14 
years, were attempting 
their junior black belts 
with two adults attempt¬ 
ing their senior Eirst Dan 
and one attempting 
Second Dan. 

Chief instructor and 
grading examiner Rob 
Copeland said: “All 15 
candidates were fully 
aware and ready for the 
task ahead and applied 
themselves admirably, 
with all passing with fly¬ 
ing colours.” 

A footnote to this suc¬ 
cess story is that five of 
the new junior black 
belts: Lauren Beeslee, 
Nikita Denner, Megan 
Coles, Shellie May and 
Paige Williams all began 
Karate when Rob 
Copeland launched his 
after-school karate proj- 


ABOVE: 

Dan grading. 
BELOW: 

Einnian O’Donovan. 



ect in September 2006. 
Lauren was in Victoria 
Primary in Penarth, 
Nikita and Megan in St 
Athan and Shellie and 
Paige in St Nicholas. 

For more information 
on Vale Karate telephone 
0790 4582123, email: 
robert@valekarate.com 
or visit 

www.valekarate. com 


BARRIVALE BRIDGE NEWS 


^7^1* 'll [ 


a 



Two members of the winning club championship 
teams, Jane Brook and Kay Dyer with the David 
Marty n Cup. The remainder of the team was 
Betty Lewis, Irene Thomas and Mike Close. 
THE latest results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club are from November 30: 

Eirst, Denis Mottram and Noelle Bond 56.25 per 
cent; second, Alan Jones and Lyn Matthews 55.21; 
third, Dave Thomas and Tom Kendrick 53.75. 

Vivien Liles and Hilary Laurence won on handi¬ 
cap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information, telephone 01446 733425. 


EXHAUSTS * TYRES * BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS * BRAKES * DISCS • MOTS • SERVICING 
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Cowbridge squash boys 
graduate to top flight! 


COWBRIDGE 
Squash Club can 
boast a team play¬ 
ing at the highest 
level in the South 
Wales Squash 
Leagues for the first 
time in their 35-year 
history. 

This has been 
achieved following the 
efforts of the Bar 44 A 
team in the recent cam¬ 
paign, which was capped 
with a splendid winning 
performance at chief 
rivals Rhiwbina B. 

Nick Guard led the As 
into the final match, eight 
points ahead of second- 
placed Rhiwbina, so 
avoiding a comprehen¬ 
sive defeat would see 
them champions. 

Team No 1 (Nick 
Guard) and No 5 (Niall 
Sloan) were chosen to 
start the night’s quest for 
glory. 

What a master stroke 
this turned out to be, with 
both players coming in 


THE year-10 net- 
ball team competed 
in the first round of 
the county tourna¬ 
ment on 

Wednesday, 
December 8, 

against Cardiff 
High and Llantwit. 

In the match against 
Cardiff High, the first 
half was extremely close 
with some excellent 
goals from the edge of 
the circle by Mairi 
Boxall keeping 

Cowbridge in the game 
at 3-3 at half-time. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge settled early 
and outstanding defence 
from Bethan Sloan at 
GK and Caitlin Allin at 
GD put great pressure on 
the Cardiff shooters. 

Mairi at CA and 
Hannah Taylor at GS 
capitalised on the 
turnovers and secured a 
comfortable win. 

The final score was 8- 
5 to Cowbridge. 

After a strong win, 
Cowbridge then needed 
to beat Llantwit to win 
the pool and qualify for 
the county finals in 
March. 

They started the game 
very strongly with Liz 
Whitehouse at C and 
Anna Wynne at WA 
sending some lovely 
feeds into their shooters 
for a 4-2 lead at half¬ 
time. 

In the second half, 
Llantwit came out deter¬ 
mined to improve and 
made a solid start, scor¬ 
ing the first two goals to 


with 3-0 victories - this 
meant the lead at the top 
of the table was now 14 
points and the maximum 
that Rhiwbina could 
return from the night was 
also 14 points. 

One more point would 
see the Cowbridge lads 
as outright champions. 

Simon Payne (No 4) 
and Garfield Leask (no 
3) knew this and they 
both responded with grit¬ 
ty 10-8 tie break victories 
-CHAMPIONS! 

This was not enough, 
though, as there was a I- 
4 defeat earlier in 
Cowbridge to avenge. 

Both matches went to 
2-2. Leask made sure of 
the match win by win¬ 
ning 3-2 (9-5 in the fifth) 
which included two more 
tie breaks in an epic tus¬ 
sle. 

Payne, on the other 
hand, went down 2-3 in 
yet another trademark 
five-setter. 

Jon Bisson (No 2) 
took to the court know- 


take the score to 4-4. The 
final stages of the game 
were nail biting, with 
both teams making mis¬ 
takes under pressure. 

Cowbridge scored the 
next to take the score to 
5-4, yet Llantwit quickly 
responded and the scores 
were level at 5-5 with 
just two minutes remain¬ 
ing! 

Llantwit just had the 
edge in the dying sec¬ 
onds and managed to 
score a final goal and 
keep possession to see 
the game out. 

The score was 6-5 to 
Llantwit, and Cowbridge 
wish them luck in the 
finals! 

Credit must go to the 
Cowbridge girls who 
showed huge improve¬ 
ments in their play, pos¬ 
sibly due to their recent 
Marbella tour. Player of 
the tournament: Mairi 
Boxall. 

Year-9 hockey 

THE year-9 hockey 
team had a tough 
match against Howells 
on Thursday. 

The team was short 
due to illness and many 
thanks to Megan 
McNamee, Hannah 
Wood (GK) and Ellie 
Eddy-Williams from 
year-8 who stepped in at 
the last moment. 

Cowbridge got off to a 
good start with a goal in 
the first three minutes 
thanks to Megan, but 
Howells came back very 
strong and the final score 
was 3-1 to them. 

Player of the match: 
Izzy Eddy-Williams. 


ing the match and league 
title were won, but his 
100 per cent record for 
the campaign was at 
stake. 

The match was ‘even- 
stevens’ to 9-9 in the first 
when tragedy struck 
when Bisson tore his 
groin in over-stretching 
for a shot - he subse¬ 
quently lost 9-10. 

He played on for one 
more game losing 3-9 
before deciding on a sen¬ 
sible retirement. 

The match score was 
15-9, which meant a 
league winning margin 
of 14 points and playing 
in South Wales Division 
One East B after 
Christmas. 

The B team Bar 44, 
hindered by injuries and 
employment commit¬ 
ments, have not had the 
same success rate and 
went down 2-3 in their 
home fixture against St 
Mellons E. 


LLANTWIT Major 
Reserves main¬ 
tained their position 
as league leaders 
after this barn¬ 
storming display 
against local rivals 
St Athan Reserves. 

The Major, playing 
their first game for nearly 
a month due to a mixture 
of rain, snow and ice, 
were keen to dust off the 
cobwebs and start bright¬ 
ly- 

They got their wish 
and Jason Eairchild 
opened the scoring after 
just five minutes, ram¬ 
ming home from close 
range. Dom White was 
the provider as he self¬ 
lessly squared the ball to 
his team mate after 
scything through the 
Tathan defence. 

The home team were 
playing some expansive 
football despite the tricky 
underfoot conditions and 
were rewarded with a 
second goal five minutes 
after the opener. Stephen 
Phillips ran onto a 
through ball leaving the 
defence trailing in his 
wake. 

Phillips, making his 
first start of the season 
and maybe lacking a bit 
of confidence, decided 
against shooting from a 
tight angle, squaring the 
ball to the onrushing 
Craig Bright who fin¬ 
ished well. 

Top scorer White 
joined the goal scoring 
party on the 20-minute 
mark. Some fine midfield 
play saw the ball arrive at 
Phillips’ feet with his 
back to goal. An exqui¬ 
site reverse ball saw the 
jet-heeled White through 


Both Nos 4 and 5, 
Russ Watts and Chris 
Harris, found themselves 
way off the pace and 
were on the receiving 
end of 0-3 reverses. 

Richie Eord hit some 
sparkling form at No 2 
and delivered a very wel¬ 
come 3-0 win. 

Paul Reynish found 
himself up against the 
talented Hay ley James 
and wanted to give a 
good account of himself 
following a comprehen¬ 
sive defeat from the 
diminutive St Mellons 
No 1 earlier in the sea¬ 
son. 

This he did with some 
very close scoring before 
finally being edged out 
7-9, 10-8, 8-9, 6-9. 

Colin Baxter rounded 
off the evening with a ‘no 
messing’ performance at 
No 3, winning 3-0 to pro¬ 
vide an overall match 
score of 8-13. 

Cowbridge C team 


with just the visiting 
‘keeper to beat. White, 
no stranger to finding the 
net, rifled the ball home 
via the underside of the 
crossbar. 

Llantwit were now in 
complete control of the 
game and following 
another flowing team 
move, Gethin Jennings 
was upended on the edge 
of the Tathan penalty 
area. 

Jennings picked him¬ 
self up to take the result¬ 
ing free kick. The ‘keep¬ 
er produced a fine stop, 
only for the ball to fall to 
veteran player-manager 
Phil Grafton, who 
smashed home from 
inside the six-yard box. 

Goal numbers five and 
six came just before the 
interval, the impressive 
Phillips the benefactor 
for his first goal since 
coming out of semi- 
retirement. The goal typ¬ 
ified the big No 9s game. 

Llantwit’s marauding 
right back Morris 
whipped in a delicious 
curling ball and despite 
Phillips being at first 
thwarted, his determina¬ 
tion saw him get to the 
loose ball and unleash a 
rasping drive that was 
too hot for the ‘keeper. 

The sixth went down 
as an own goal. The 
unfortunate ‘keeper 
palmed the ball into his 
own net, trying to stop 
Phillips nodding in from 
close range. 

The second period 
started as the first had 
ended, with the home 
side enjoying all of the 
possession and creating 
numerous chances. 

Phillips bagged his 
brace on 50 minutes. 


returned to winning ways 
with a useful 4-1 win 
over Barry Leisure B. 
This match at The 
Athletic Ground saw the 
team debut of Ed Lowe at 
No 5. 

While making a com¬ 
petitive start, taking a tie- 
break first 10-8, he later 
drifted away to lose 1-3 
but no doubt benefited 
from the experience and 
will prove to be an asset 
to the team. 

The match was soon 
levelled and launched 
into a 17-6 team win 
with 3-1 wins from Tony 
Steele (No 4) skipper 
Dave Matthews (No 3) 
and most significantly at 
No 1 for Colin Giles who 
has battled hard at the 
sharp end of the team all 
campaign. 

Hugh Wallace (No 2) 
showed he still has what 
it takes with a superb 9-7, 


Eairchild chipping a 
lovely ball into the his 
path. With the confidence 
now oozing out of him, 
Phillips nonchalantly 
lofted the ball over the 
‘keeper from 25 yards 
out. 

Jennings got the goal 
his excellent display war¬ 
ranted, adding the eighth 
with a spellbinding curl¬ 
ing effort from the edge 
of the box. 

Jimbo Thomas was 
next to add his name to 
the scoresheet, with a 
fine finish after being fed 
by Bright. 

Bright added his sec¬ 
ond of the game from a 
corner on 80 minutes. 
Dom White floated in a 
sublime cross. Bright 
rose at the far post to 
have the overworked net 
bulging again. 

The scoring was 
rounded off in the last 
minute with what can 
only be described as a 
defensive error. 

The Tathan defender 
looped his header over 
his own ‘keeper despite 
being under no pressure. 

Man of the match was 
awarded to Stephen 
Phillips, marking his fine 
full debut for the season. 
Llantwit team: L Vincent 

7, O Morris 8, D Major 
(captain) 8, J Grahame 

8, J Thomas 8, G 
Jennings 8, P Grafton 8, 
J Fairchild 8, C Bright 8, 
D White 8, S Phillips 9. 
Subs: T Howies, D 
Lansdown, L Allbrighton, 
D Callard. 

DC 


Away 
win 
for the 
under- 
12s 

A DEPLETED 
Cowbridge under- 
12s XV, with a 
squad of only 16 
available, travelled 
to Porthcawl for a 
first-ever encounter 
and came away 
with a well- 
deserved win. 

The first half was an 
excellent example of 
junior rugby, with both 
sides evenly matched. 
Eor the first 10 minutes 
of the game, the 
Porthcawl forwards pro¬ 
vided their backs with 
good possession but 
stout defence by the 
Cowbridge backs, with 
wings Harrison Stevens 
and Sean Davies tack¬ 
ling bravely against 
heavier opponents, kept 
the home side at bay. 

However, as the game 
settled the Cowbridge 
pack began to dominate 
the rucks, and provide 
their speedier backs with 
quick ball. Matthew 
Keating and Tomos 
Evans-Williams were 
able to get over the gain 
line on a number of 
occasions and provide a 
solid platform for their 
talented three-quarters. 

Although coming 
close on a number of 
occasions, Cowbridge 
were unable to break 
down the Porthcawl 
defence and the score 
remained 0-0 at half¬ 
time. 

Cowbridge brought on 
Ollie Rampling to 
replace Charles Archer 
at prop in the second 
half, and the Cowbridge 
forwards continued to 
get the better of their 
heavier opponents. 

Blanker Duncan Ace 
was in outstanding form, 
both in defence with 
some excellent tackling, 
and in the rucks and 
mauls where he secured 
a continuous supply of 
possession for his side. 

It came as no surprise 
when Cowbridge eventu¬ 
ally opened the scoring. 
Erom a ruck five yards 
from the Porthcawl line, 
scrum-half Osian John 
forced himself over to 
give his side the lead, 

Cai Evans converted. 

The rest of the game 
belonged entirely to 
Cowbridge and a fine 
individual try from Rhys 
Beynon, converted again 
by Cai Evans, saw the 
visitors complete an 
excellent and hard 
fought win by 14-0. 

Good individual per¬ 
formances from Charlie 
Pegrum, Josh Jones and 
Harry Hopkins were key 
to the visitors’ victory. 

ML 


COWBRIDGE 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL SPORTS 
HOCKEY & NETBALL 


9-6, 9-2 win. 

Llantwit’s reserves 
finish on top in derby 


Local athlete 
makes south 
Wales squad 



A GIRL from 
Barry. Ysobelle 

Williams, is enjoy¬ 
ing success in the 
recent Cardiff and 
Vale McCain school 
cross country chal¬ 
lenges. 

Ysobelle (above) is 11 
years old, and is in year- 
7 at Bishop of Llandaff 
School in Cardiff. She 
ran in her age group - 
and an age group above - 
and in both she has main¬ 
tained a place in the top 
10 . 

She has now been 
selected to represent 
south Wales under-13s, 


in a team of eight and has 
also been selected to 
compete in January in the 
McCain’s school cham¬ 
pionships in Wales. 

A school spokes¬ 
woman said: “Bishop of 
Llandaff is very proud 
and excited to have a 
year-7 pupil represent 
south Wales.” 

Ysobelle also com¬ 
petes in the Arthur 
Llewellyn League, repre¬ 
senting Barry Harriers, 
were she has been a 
member for four years. 

She trains at Jenner 
Park and at school, and 
also takes part in local 5k 
charity runs to maintain 
fitness. 


First XV hoping 
for some action! 


WITH the weather disrupting the last two 
fixtures, Cowbridge First XV hope that 
this week’s game, away at Ferndale with 
kick-off at 2.30pm, will be on, although 
the signs are not promising. 


Cowbndge RPC would like to thank The GEM 
for its coverage and also wish all GEM readers a 
very happy Christmas and New Year. 

RV/RK 


Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER 
LESSON 

£42.50 lor 3 
£80.00 for 6 
Why not 
Book a course? 


^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & May 

>■ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
>■ All equipment 
available for hire 
>■ Professional l^ition 


' Family fun... 

Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


i-ai 

I 


'Gift Vbucfiers • ^ 
An ideal solution! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 

























